Department of German

Fall 2008 Courses

Undergraduate

I) Language Program

Students who have completed the equivalent of 101-102 begin with 131; those who have completed the equivalent of 131-132 (2nd-year German) begin with 231; those who have completed the equivalent of 231-232 (3rd-year German) are eligible to take any 300- or 400-level undergraduate course taught in German. Students who are performing well may also enroll simultaneously in 231-232 and 301-302.

Questions? Contact our Undergraduate Director Prof. Michael Levine at mglevine@rci.rutgers.edu
470:101 Elementary German (4 credits)

Section 01 MWTh 11:30-12:50 (SC-115) 

Section 02 MWTh 1:10-2:30 MW(SC- 106) Th(SC-205)
Section 03 MWTh 2:50-4:10 (SC- 120)
Section 04 MW 6:10-8:00 (HH- A4)
Not open for credit to students who have had two or more years of high-school German.

Though the emphasis is on conversation, this class will cover the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing; study of grammar; vocabulary building; supplementary work in the language laboratory. It will be a fast-paced but thorough introduction to the basics of the German language. Students are required to go to the Language Lab at least once a week. We will also examine German culture past and present. Assignments will vary, encompassing speech and written practice. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor. Students of 101 are strongly encouraged to enroll in 470:103, Elementary German Lab.

470:102 Elementary German (4 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:101

Section 01 MWTh 11:30-12:50 (SC- 121)
Section 02 MW 6:10-8:00 (SC-201)
Not open for credit to students who have had two or more years of high school German. The course will cover the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing; study of grammar and vocabulary building.  There will be supplementary work in the language laboratory. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor. Students of 102 are strongly encouraged to enroll in 470:104, Elementary German Lab.

470:103 Elementary German Lab I (1 credit)

Co-requisite: 01:470:101 Elementary German or 121 German in Review

Section 01 M 4:30-5:50 (Language Lab 119)
This lab course is an instructor-guided laboratory practicum based on intensive use of media. Designed for the improvement of aural/oral skills. Practice involves use of text related audiotapes and videotapes, individual and group work, and recordings of student speech for evaluation of pronunciation and fluency.

470:104 Elementary German Lab II (1 credit)

Co-requisite: 01:470:102 Elementary German or 122 German in Review

Section 01 W 2:50-4:10 (Language Lab 119)
This is an instructor-guided laboratory practicum based on intensive use of media. Designed for the improvement of aural/oral skills. Practice involves use of text related audiotapes and videotapes, individual and group work, and recordings of student speech for evaluation of pronunciation and fluency.
470:105 German for Reading Knowledge (3 credits)
Section 01 TTh 6:10-7:30 (SC 207)
Not open for credit to students who have had two or more years of secondary school German. Does not satisfy prerequisite for 01:470:131 or 132.
Development of reading skills for students who wish to acquire a basic competence in the language for research purposes. Texts chosen from the humanities, the natural sciences, and the social sciences.
470:121 German in Review (3 credits)

Prerequisite: Placement test (SC 116)
Section 01, MTh 9:50-11:10 

(121-122 is for students with two or more years of high-school German who do not place into German 131.) Not open to students who have taken 01:470:101-102. An intermediate reinforcement course. Practice in speaking, reading, and writing German; extensive grammar review; cultural topics. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor. Students of 122 are strongly encouraged to enroll in 470:104, Elementary German Lab.
470:131 Intermediate German I (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:102, 122 or placement test.

Section 01, MW 2:50-4:10 pm (FH B3)
Section 02, TTh 6:10-7:30 pm (SC 204)
Emphasis on conversation and composition, based on everyday situations, aspects of culture, and contemporary German short stories, review of major grammatical points. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor.

470:132 Intermediate German II (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:131 or placement test.

Section 01, TTh 4:30-5:50pm (MU-113)
Themes and subjects for discussion and essays include the world of work, multicultural society, young and old, stereotypes and the environment.  A variety of grammar topics include all aspects of accusative, dative and genitive cases, adjectives and their endings, subjunctive II, relative clauses, reflexive pronouns/clauses and the passive voice.  A variety of short stories will be included for discussion and reading comprehension. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor.

470:231 Advanced Conversation & Composition II (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:132.

Section 01, MTh 11:30am-12:50 pm (CA- A3)
Section 02, TTh 4:30-5:50 pm (FH- B1)
Counts for general credits toward the major and minor.
Reading and discussion of advanced text material based on contemporary German culture. Intensive practice in word formation, sentence structure, and expository writing.

470:299 Contemporary German Media & Society (1.5 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:102
Section 01, M 7:40-9 pm (Leupp Hall CAC)
In German.

Taken twice, counts for literature/civilization/film credits toward the major and minor.

Development of active language skills and cultural awareness through study of the role of various media (including print, Internet, film, and the other arts) in informing contemporary German politics and society. Special attention to cultural differences between Germany and the United States. Texts and presentations chosen to accommodate language level of students enrolled.  In cooperation with the Rutgers College Housing German Special Interest Section, it is an ample opportunity to take advantage of their numerous events and activities, which enable students to learn even more about German culture today. Successful completion of at least German 102 or comparable linguistic ability is highly recommended. Class will be held in German. May be repeated. Three credits from 470:299 may be counted toward the major and minor.

II) Upper Level Courses

470:301 Introduction to Literary and Cultural Analysis (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:232 (Students who are performing well may also enroll simultaneously in 231-232 and 301-302.) 
Section 01, TTh 2:50-4:10 pm  (SC- 103)
In German. Counts for general upper-level credits toward the major and minor.

Introduction to the basic German terminology of literary and cultural analysis, and preparation for courses in German at the 300-level. Study of literary works and films, as well as newspaper articles, film reviews, and literary analyses. 

470:313 Business German I (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:232

Section 01, MW 2:50-4:10 (SC- 206)
In German. Counts for general upper-level credits toward the major and minor.
Development of effective communication models with emphasis on the terminology of economics. Treatment of basic principles governing commercial organizations in the German-speaking countries.
470:323 Major German Poets (3 credits) 

Section 01, TTH 1:10-2:30 (HH-A1)
Professor Michael Levine

In German.

Survey of 18th-, 19th- and 20th-century German lyric poetry. Authors
include Klopstock, Goethe, Schiller, Hölderlin, Eichendorf, Brentano, 
Heine, Droste-Hülshoff,Hoffmannstahl, George, Lasker-Schüler, Trakl, Rilke, Benn, Brecht, 
Bachmann, and Celan.
470:381 Cultural Fundamentals of Germany (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:232

Section 01, MTh 11:30-12:50 (FH- B5)
 Professor Marlene Ciklamini

In German. Counts for literature/civilization/film credits toward the major and minor.

Significant aspects of German civilization from the Age of Charlemagne to the unification of Germany in 1870. Focus on the German contribution to music, the arts, the sciences, philosophy, and literature.
470:383 Mythology (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:232; Cross listed with Comp. Lit. 01:195:396:01
Section 01, TTh 2:50-4:10 (HH- A7)

Instructor: Professor Marlene Ciklamini
In English. Counts for literature/civilization/film credits toward the major and minor.

Myths and religious practices of the migration period and the age of the Vikings. Sources: the Eddas, Christian and pre-Christian documents and texts, archaeological finds, place names, modern folkloristic beliefs.
470:384 Modern Yiddish Literature (3 credits)

Section 01, MW 2:50-4:10 (SC 116)

Instructor: Eddy Portnoy
Cross-listed with Jewish Studies 01:563:386:01 and Comp. Lit. 01:195:395:02
In English. This course offers an introduction to the literary and cultural activity of Yiddish-speaking Jewish communities in Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union, and the United States from the late nineteenth century until the mid-twentieth century. Materials include prose fiction, autobiography, poetry, and drama by major writers (including Sholem Aleichem, Y. L. Peretz, S. Ansky, and Isaac Bashevis Singer), as well as a selection of Yiddish films. Knowledge of Yiddish is not required; all readings are in English.
470:389 Colonialism/Migration/Globalization (3 credits)
Section 01 TTh 4:30-5:50 (FH B6)
Instructor: Christopher Clark

In German.

This course will examine the movement--both real and imagined--of people, ideas, and capital across "German" borders (a concept itself always being redefined) over the past three centuries. Beginning with the 18th century, we will see how Germany's lack of colonies did not mean there was not a wealth of depictions of faraway lands, and we will explore these "colonial fantasies" in the realm of literature. We will then progress to Germany's brief but bloody era of actual colonialism in Africa and the South Pacific, examining political debates about the colonies and literary representations of colonial life both before and after the loss of the colonial empire after World War I. We will then consider 20th century labor migration into Germany, particularly from Turkey, which has forced Germany to rethink the concepts of ethnicity, nationality, and citizenship. Lastly, we will explore the concept of globalization and its potential impact on German culture in the 21st century. Readings include literature by Joachim Campe, J.G. Schnabel, E.T.A. Hoffmann, Heinrich von Kleist, August von Kotzebue, Heinrich Heine, Gottfried Keller, Hans Grimm, Thomas Mann, Ingeborg Bachmann, Feridun Zaimoglu, and Emine Sevgi Özdamar; theory by Adelson, Zantop, Kontje, Berman, and Pratt; and a variety of historical texts and recent journalism. Most readings and discussion in German, and all written work for the course will be in German.
470:390 Fascism and Sexuality (3 credits)
Section 01,4:30-5:50  Mondays (HH-A3)  Wednesdays (HH-B4)
Instructor: Christopher Clark

In English.

This course will explore the relationships between fascism (primarily, but not exclusively in its German form) and sexuality. We will begin with the Nazi era, noting what constituted acceptable and forbidden expressions of gender and sexuality, both in theory and in everyday life. We will proceed through the postwar era to the present, examining how fascism is continually portrayed in sexual terms in literature, film, history, and theory, paying particular attention to the recurring figure of “the gay Nazi.” We will also address such phenomena as gays and lesbians in the Holocaust (and debates over their memorialization), the intrinsic homophobia of much antifascist critique, the 1970s “Naziploitation film,” and contemporary queer skinheads, with an eye toward which of these are historically specific and which still determine the terms and framing of discourse on fascism today. Requirements include two shorter papers and one longer final paper. Readings/viewings include texts/films from a range of countries (Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Canada, the U.S.) by Mann, Hitler, Genet, Sontag, Mosse, Theweleit, Fassbinder, Visconti, Cavani, Pasolini, LaBruce, Verhoeven, and others. No knowledge of German required.
Department of German

Fall 2008 Courses

Graduate
Advanced undergraduates in their fourth year of study may, with the permission of the Undergraduate Director, Professor Michael Levine, enroll in a graduate seminar as a route toward earning departmental honors.

470:502 Teaching Apprenticeship (1.5 Credits)
Alternating Thursdays 4:30-6:30 (172 College Avenue Seminar Room) 

Dr. Silke Wehner-Franco

The Teaching Apprenticeship will introduce graduate students teaching classes in the department to the professional expectations they will encounter as they seek careers in the foreign language teaching profession. Two major topics will be addressed: practical advice f or your own classes, and an introduction to the most current methodologies of foreign language teaching in New Jersey and in the United States. Both issues will help to prepare you for your future as a foreign language educator. The practical aspects of this class will include the writing of lesson plans and thematic units for a learner-centered classroom, based on the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century and the ACTFL proficiency guidelines, as well as the use of authentic teaching materials for meaningful activities and assessments. Assignments for this class will also include a weekly journal and an end-of-semester report, two peer observations per semester, weekly observations regarding the classes you teach, and prepared visits to local secondary schools. This class is taught in German.

470:643 The Frankfurt School and Its Writers (3 credits)
Cross listed with Comp. Lit. 16:195:501:01
Monday 4:30-7:10 (195 COLLEGE AVENUE, Conference Room) 
Professor Nicholas Rennie
In English

This seminar focuses on a major interdisciplinary theoretical tradition in German writing, and its influence on selected thinkers of the last decades. Work of the Frankfurt School is among the most important 20th-century German-language contributions to such fields as sociology, political science, gender studies, film, cultural studies and comparative literature. We will read texts by such key figures of the Frankfurt School as Walter Benjamin, Theodor W. Adorno, and Max 

Horkheimer for their relevance to a number of disciplines, but we will give particular consideration to literary and aesthetic questions. To this end, we will also read texts by select authors to whom these figures responded (e.g. Baudelaire, Proust, Kafka, Beckett). In the 

second half of the course we will trace the influence of the first generation of the Frankfurt School in the work of such theorists as Jürgen Habermas, Michel Foucault, and Axel Honneth. 

470:671 Benjamin, Scholem, Arendt

Cross listed with Comp. Lit. 16:195:612:01
Tuesdays 4:30-7:10 (172 College Avenue Seminar Room)
Professor Michael Levine
In English
The course examines three towering figures of twentieth-century thought:  Walter Benjamin (1892-1940), Gershom Scholem (1879-1982), and Hannah Arendt (1906-1975). Tracing the overlapping and divergent life paths of these figures and the story of their complex friendships and fallings-out, the course brings central issues of contemporary political, philosophical, legal, and religious thought into focus. Issues discussed include: Jewish identity in the modern age; the paradox of non-national nationalism; messianism, trauma and the concept of history; mysticism and the law; German-Jewish letters and Kabbalah; Holocaust memory, human rights, and the Eichmann trial. 
470:672 Topics:  Grad Seminar TBA (3 credits)

Wednesday 4:30-7:10 (172 College Avenue Seminar Room)

Instructor: TBA
In German
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