Elementary German 01:470:101:05
Spring 2008

Elke Rhomberg

Rutgers University German Department

(172 College Ave., New Brunswick, NJ 08901)

Main office telephone: 732-932-7201

Voice Mail: 732-549-7600 Ext. 728 

E-Mail: rhomberg@rci.rutgers.edu 

Office Hours: SAC Lounge: Monday 6:00 – 6:30 pm & by appointment 

Class Period/Location: MW: 4:30 – 5:50, W: 6:10 – 7:30, FH-B1 CAC 

Course Description

This course will introduce you to the German language and culture, using theme- related vocabulary, grammatical structures and authentic materials. Students will practice speaking, writing, reading and listening to German. At the end of this semester, students will be able to communicate in German regarding the following situations:  Personal information about yourself, your friends and family; your favorite activities at college and in your leisure time; personal objects of daily use at college and at home; small talk and simple conversations about the weather, your feelings, your private life, dates and times of the day; formal and informal dialogues. You will also compare aspects of German-speaking and American cultures such as geography and landscapes; poetry, literature, school and university life, informal and formal addresses; and the labor market. By the end of the semester, you will use German to express present, past and future events in simple statements and questions by applying the vocabulary and grammar that you have practiced in class, at home and in the language lab.

Students are required to go to the language lab at least once a week. They have to come prepared to class in order to participate. Homework can be an exercise in the workbook, doing research, or an exercise on the Internet or any other assignment. Most homework assignments are listed in the syllabus, but some may be added in class. Students are encouraged to come to office hours to talk to the instructor at least once during the semester to discuss their progress in class.

Taught in German

PREREQUISITES: This course is designed for beginners - students who have no prior knowledge of German

Final Grade
Class participation





20%

Homework (including workbook and lab)




20%

Oral exams and presentation 





20%

All written tests (quizzes, essays, and exams 1&2)

              20%

Final exam





20%

Course Grades are as follows:

A=90-100 %; B+=86-89; B=80-85; C+=76-79; C=70-75; D=66-69; F=65 and below

Required Texts – available at the Rutgers Bookstore in the Ferren Deck Mall in New Brunswick (across from train station)

Neue Horizonte 6th edition (textbook) by Dollenmayer & Hansen

ISBN # 0-618-24130-2

Neue Horizonte 6th edition (workbook/lab/video manual) by Dollenmayer, Crocker & Hansen

ISBN-10 # 0-618-24131-0

ISBN-13 # 978-0-618-24131-6
I would also recommend that you invest in a soft-cover German-English/English-German dictionary.
Attendance

All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared. Those who miss more than two class sessions of all 42 without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Absences for reasons of religious obligation are excused, however, students are advised to provide timely notification to instructors about necessary absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work or exams according to an agreed-upon schedule. Three late arrivals (everything over 10 min) count as one absence. Note: In any case it is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is an extremely serious matter, and can lead to a student’s failing the course and being referred to his or her dean for disciplinary action. When referring to ideas other than your own, always acknowledge your sources clearly and completely, whether you are quoting or paraphrasing. Please see the University’s policies on academic integrity at http://teachx.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html, and discuss with your instructor any questions you may have about this and related issues.

Photocopies

Department photocopying fees add up quickly and impressively; we will therefore need to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than the syllabus, quizzes and tests.

Final Exam: Friday, May 9th from 4-7 pm at FH-B1 CAC 

Class Website: 

You can find a website for the course under the following link: http://sakai.rutgers.edu. You should be enrolled and have access automatically if you are a registered Rutgers student and have signed up for the class. Just use your NetID and password. If not, then please contact me and I will give you access. Please check the website frequently for the most recent announcements and assignments. 

Class Schedule

· Homework, reading, and lab assignments are due on the day noted in the syllabus.

· Homework must be completed on a separate piece of paper to be handed in to the instructor.

· Late homework will NOT be accepted for credit, but it will be corrected.

· Other assignments may be announced in class.

· The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus.

	Datum
	Kapitel/Thema
	In der Klasse
	Hausaufgaben

	 23.01.

Mittwoch
	Introduction
	pg. 2-4 greetings

pg. 7 goodbyes

pg. 6 classroom vocabulary

pg. 8 days of the week, alphabet

pg. 10 the verb “sein” & “Wie geht’s?”

pgs. 11-13 “Wetter”
	- read and review pgs. 2-

7, study all vocabulary pg. 19, learn all spelling



	 28.01.

Montag
	
	pg. 19 vocabulary review

pg. 14 numbers 1-20

pgs. 16-17 time

pg. 17 personal questions, “kommen”, “wohnen”, “haben” 
	- review vocabulary pg. 19

- study verb “sein”

- pg. 13 #18, pg. 17 #21

-study numbers 1-20

	30.01.

Mittwoch
	Kapitel 1 – Wie geht’s dir?
	pg. 23 vocabulary

How to address someone in German

pgs. 27-30 personal pronouns, verb conjugation

pg. 23 vocabulary review

pronouns and verb review
	- read pgs. 15-18

- reviews the verbs “kommen”, “haben”, “wohnen”

- WB pg.3 A



	 04.02.

Montag
	
	Describing the quality of things

pg. 31 noun genders/pronoun agreement

pg. 32 plural forms

pg. 41 vocabulary
	- WB pg. 4+5 B+D

	 06.02.

Mittwoch
	
	Describing what’s going on in the day

pg. 33 nominative case

pg. 34-35 word order
	- WB pg. 4+5 C+E

- WB pg. 6 F+G 

	
	
	Discussing what people are doing

Nominative case and word order continued.
	

	11.02.

Montag
	
	Review & Quiz Chapter 1
	- WB pg. 7+8 H+I

Lab Manual for Chapter 1 due

	13.02.

Mittwoch
	Kapitel 2 – Familie und Freunde
	Talking about your family

pg. 48 vocabulary

pg. 51 “haben” and the accusative case
	- WB pg. 11 A+B 

	
	
	pg. 48 vocabulary review

pg. 51 accusative case review

pg. 53 accusative personal pronouns
	

	18.02.

Montag
	
	Discussing what people see, do, hear, have

pg. 54-56 stem-vowel changing verbs
	- WB pgs. 12+13 D+E

	20.02.

Mittwoch
	
	Saying what belongs to whom

pg. 61 vocabulary

pg. 57 possessive articles
	- WB pgs. 13+14 F+G

- WB pgs. 14-17 H, I, K, L, M 

	
	
	Lesestück pg. 62 “Die Familie heute” 

Review of chapter 2
	

	25.02.

Montag
	
	Quiz or Essay Chapter 2

Review for Exam 1
	Study for Exam 1

Lab Manual for Chapter 2 due


	27.02.

Mittwoch
	Kapitel 3 – Jugend und Schule
	EXAM 1 – CHAPTERS 1 AND 2
Discussing obligations, permissions and abilities

pg. 70 vocabulary

pg. 74 modal verbs

pg. 80 stem-vowel changing verbs
	- WB pgs. 21-23 A, B, C, D 

	03.03.

Montag
	
	Rejecting statements

pg. 80 stem-vowel changing verbs cont.

pgs. 81-84 negation with “nicht” and “kein”

pg. 88 vocabulary
	- WB pgs. 23-25 E, F, G 

	05.03.

Mittwoch
	
	Asking for confirmation

pgs. 81-84 negation with nicht und kein cont.

Discussing opinions
	- WB pgs. 25-26 H, I 

	
	
	pg. 84 “nicht wahr?”

pg. 85 “doch”, “man”

pg. 88 vocabulary review
	

	
	
	pg. 89 “Eine Klassendiskussion”

pg. 90 A+B

pg. 92 colors
	

	10.03.

Montag
	
	Review and Quiz Chapter 3
	- WB pgs. 27-28 J, K, L, M

Lab Manual for Chapter 3 due

	12.03.

Mittwoch
	Kapitel 4 – Land und Leute
	pg. 98 vocabulary

pg. 101 accusative prepositions
	- WB pg. 29 A+B

 

	
	
	pg. 103 time phrases in the accusative
	

	24.03.

Montag
	
	Giving commands

pg. 101 accusative prepositions review

pg. 108 imperative of “sein”

pgs. 104-109 imperative forms 
	- WB pg. 30 C

	26.03.

Mittwoch
	
	pgs. 104-109 imperative cont.

pg. 109 the verb “werden”

pgs. 110-111 negating “schon”, “noch”

pg. 117 vocabulary
	- WB pg. 31 D

- WB pg. 32 E+F 

	
	
	Expressing likes and dislikes

pgs. 112-113 German equivalents of to like

pg. 114 sentence adverbs

pg. 115 “gehen” + infinitive
	

	31.03.

Montag
	
	Quiz or Essay Chapter 4

pg. 118 “Deutschland: Geographie und 

Klima”
	- WB pgs. 33-34 G+H

Lab Manual for Chapter 4 due

	02.04.

Mittwoch
	Kapitel 5 – Arbeit und Freizeit
	exam 2 – chapter 3 and 4
Asking about prices

pg. 127 vocabulary

Showing, giving and telling people about things

pgs. 130-132 dative case

pg. 134 dative personal pronouns
	- WB pg. 47-48 A, B, C 

	07.04.

Montag
	
	Talking about work and professions

pg. 135 word order of dative case

pg. 136 dative prepositions
	- WB pg. 48 D

	
	
	
	

	09.04

Mittwoch
	
	How Germans spend their day and leisure time

pg. 144 vocabulary

pg. 138 separable prefix verbs
	- WB pg. 49 E

- WB pgs. 50-51 F, G (1-2), H 

	
	
	pg. 145 “Drei Deutsche bei der Arbeit”

pgs. 149-150 vocabulary

pg. 146 A
	

	14.04.

Montag
	
	Review and Quiz chapter 5
	Prepare for your Oral Exam

Lab Manual for Chapter 5 due

	16.04.

Mittwoch
	Kapitel 6 – An der Universität
	Oral Exam (further details to be announced)

Speaking about the past and past events

pg. 155 vocabulary

pg. 158 simple past of “sein”

pg. 159-161 present perfect with “haben” and weak verbs
	- WB pgs. 53-54 A+B 

	21.04.

Montag
	
	Speaking about past events cont.

pg. 161 present perfect of strong verbs

pg. 162 present perfect with “sein”
	- WB pgs. 54-56 C, D, E, F 

	23.04.

Mittwoch
	
	pgs. 161-162 present perfect continued

pg. 164 present perfect with separable /inseparable prefix verbs
	worksheets (handouts) 

	28.04.

Montag
	
	Writing a letter in German

pg. 174 vocabulary

pg. 175 “Ein Brief aus Freiburg”

pgs. 166-167 two-way prepositions 
	- WB pg. 56-57 G, H

 

	30.04.

Mittwoch
	
	Studium und Fächer

pg. 177 vocabulary

pgs. 166-167 two-way prepositions cont.

pg. 171 masculine N-nouns

Review and Quiz chapter 6
	- WB pgs. 58-59 I, J, K,

M 



	05.05.

Montag
	
	Review for Final Exam
	Study for Final Exam

Lab Manual for Chapter 6 due

	09.05

Freitag
	Final exam friday may 9th , 2008 from 4-7pm

viel glÜck!


PAGE  
2

