Rebecca E. Steele

172 College Ave. (German House)

Office tel.: 732-932-7201

E-mail address: rsteele@eden.rutgers.edu

Office Hours: Thurs. 1.30-2.30 or by appointment
Advanced Conversation and Composition (3 credits)

01:470:232:01; index 60311

Fall 2008

TTh5 2.50-4.10

CAC, Scott Hall 102 

Course Description:

Reading and discussion of advanced material centered largely on German tales of fantasy including sagas, legends, Märchen, and fables. Students will have the opportunity to improve their written and oral proficiency in German while gaining insight into the cultural and historical significance of literary flights of fancy. Activities and assignments will focus on intensive practice of sentence structure and expository writing. We will read a variety of texts which are all available online (see Sakai) as well as various photocopied texts that serve as a basis for discussion; these will be the starting points for written and oral assignments.

Taught in German

Prerequisites: Placement test, 231

Counts for general credits toward the major and minor.

Grading: 

Oral assessment:

Class participation 
10%

Oral exams
15%

Group projects
10%

Written assessment:

Homework 
10%

Compositions
25%

Mid-term exam
15%

Final exam
15%

Required text, available at Rutgers Bookstore on Albany Street, New Brunswick:

Larry Rankin, Jamie Wells, Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik. Fourth edition (or newer, Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2001).

The texts we will be reading can be found online. The links to each text can be found in Sakai. When referencing these texts in essays, a published copy must be used which will be on reserve.

Attendance:

All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared.  Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B).  Three late arrivals count as one absence.  

Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is an extremely serious matter, and can lead to a student’s failing the course and being referred to his or her dean for disciplinary action. When referring to ideas other than your own, always acknowledge your sources clearly and completely, whether you are quoting or paraphrasing. Please see the University’s policies on academic integrity at http://teachx.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html, and discuss with your instructor any questions you may have about this and related issues. Any violations of this policy will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs.

Please be aware that the use of an online translation engine or allowing someone to correct your work before it is initially submitted will also be considered cheating. 

Photocopies:

Department photocopying fees add up quickly and impressively; we will therefore need to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than the syllabus and tests.

Final Exam: Friday, May 9, 2008; 12-3pm, Scott Hall 102

Homework – Written Assessments: 

Homework assignments are due on the day indicated on the syllabus; they may include readings and reaction papers, a review of Handbuch chapters, as well as grammar and vocabulary exercises. Homework may be collected and/or corrected in class. 
There will be four writing assignments during the course of this class – which are each due on the day noted in the syllabus. Late work will be subject to a lower grade. When you hand in your composition, I will read it but not correct your mistakes. Instead, I will use an error code to mark your mistakes and you are expected to hand in a second, rewritten and corrected version. Your grade will be an average of both versions. The mid-term and final exams will be written exams relating to the various themes, grammar and vocabulary topics discussed in class. Additionally, there will be two oral tests based on class discussions.

Class discussion and preparation – Oral Assessments: 

All students are expected to take part actively in class discussion. To this end, you are expected to bring with you to each class three written or typed clusters of questions that you think would contribute to a productive discussion and deepen your understanding of the text at hand. I will collect these at the end of every class and provide occasional written commentary. They will not be evaluated for grammatical correctness, only for content. I will provide examples of what I think constitute good discussion questions. Your questions should total around half a page if handwritten (although I will not be counting words).

Additional oral assessment will take place through various group assignments and two oral texts based on materials discussed in class.
Additional Assistance:

Students are encouraged to come to office hours with any questions and problems pertaining to class. Any student who needs additional help should contact the LRC (Learning Resource Center).

Sakai:

Please regularly visit Sakai (http://sakai.rutgers.edu) for announcements, readings, homework assignments, pre-reading activities, files, activities, etc. for our class.

Vorläufiger Semesterwochenplan – Tentative Weekly Syllabus

(Updates will be made available on Sakai)

	Woche
	Sitzung/Datum
	Inhalt der Sitzung 
	Grammatik

	1te
	Dienstag, 

22. Januar 2008


	Introduction: expectations; schedule; research. 

Introduction to topic
	

	
	Donnerstag,    

24. Januar 2008
	SAGEN

Tannhäuser Sagen
	Chapter 13, 21: Adjectives and Adjective Nouns

	2te
	Dienstag, 

29. Januar 2008
	Frau Holle Sagen
	

	
	Donnerstag, 

31. Januar 2008
	Der Alraun, Der Alp, Der Kobold , Spiritus familiaris, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sagen.at/texte/sagen/grimm/trauerweide.html" Trauerweide, Der Scherfenberger und der Zwerg, Riese Einheer
	

	 3te
	Dienstag, 

5. Februar 2008
	Das Nothemd, Die weiße Frau, Brot und Salz segnet Gott, Andreasnacht, Die Christnacht, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sagen.at/texte/sagen/grimm/hermannvonrosenberg.html" Herrmann von Rosenberg
	Chapter 14: Comparative and Superlative

	
	Donnerstag,

7. Februar 2008
	Das ertrunkene Kind, Die Wassernixe und der Mühlknappe, Der Bauer mit seinem Kobold, Das Vogelnest
Gegenwartssagen: Mizi und das Cabrio, Fehlerhafte Bestellung, Vorahnung im 2.Weltkrieg, Prügelstrafe, Pizzagewürz, Naturwissenschaftliche Experimente, Prüfungsfragen
	

	4te
	Dienstag, 

12. Februar 2008
	Schreibaufgabe 1 fällig

FABELN

Fabeln von Lessing
	Chapter 15: Questions and Interrogatives

	
	Donnerstag, 

14. Februar 2008
	Fabeln von LaFontaine
	

	5te 
	Dienstag, 

19. Februar 2008
	Fabeln von Novalis
	Chapter 16-17: Pronouns

	
	Donnerstag, 

21. Februar 2008
	Korrektur der 1. Schreibaufgabe fällig

Fabeln von Gellert 
	

	6te 
	Dienstag, 

26. Februar 2008
	Fabeln von Pestalozzi
	Chapter 18: Infinitives

	
	Donnerstag, 

28. Februar 2008
	Mündliche Prüfung 1

Fabeln von Aesop  
	

	7te
	Dienstag, 

4. März 2008
	Schreibaufgabe 2 fällig

Wiederholung: Sagen und Fabeln
	Chapter 19: Da-Compounds, Uses of Es

	
	Donnerstag, 

6. März 2008
	Zwischenprüfung
	

	8te
	Dienstag, 

11. März 2008
	MÄRCHEN

Film (in class): Der Teufel mit den drei goldenen Haaren
	Chapter 20: Subjunctive

	
	Donnerstag,

13. März 2008
	Grimm: Der Teufel mit den drei goldenen Haaren, Der Teufel und seine Großmutter, Der Vogel Greif
	

	17.-21. März 2008                   SPRING BREAK

	9te
	Dienstag, 

25. März 2008
	Korrektur der 2. Schreibaufgabe fällig

Grimm: Aschenputtel, Dornröschen, Rotkäpchen

	Chapter 22-23: Numbers, Dates, Times

	
	Donnerstag,

27. März 2008
	Grimm: Das Mädchen ohne Hände, Die Gänsehirtin am Brunnen, Schneewittchen
	

	10te
	Dienstag,   

1. April 2008
	Grimm: Das singende springende Löweneckerchen, Von dem Sommer- und Wintergarten, Der Froschkönig,
	Chapter 24-25: Adverbs, Particles

	
	Donnerstag,

3. April 2008
	Hauff: Die Geschichte von dem Gespensterschiff
	

	11te
	Dienstag,

8. April 2008
	Schreibaufgabe 3 fällig

Hauff: Die Geschichte von dem Gespensterschiff
	Chapter 26: Relative Pronouns

	
	Donnerstag,

10. April 2008
	von Arnim: Das Leben der Hochgräfin Rattenbeiunszuhaus (die Geschichte des Seemanns)
	

	12te
	Dienstag,

15. April 2008
	Mündliche Prüfung 2

von Arnim: Das Leben der Hochgräfin Rattenbeiunszuhaus (die Geschichte des Seemanns)
	Chapter 27: Indirect Discourse

	
	Donnerstag,

17. April 2008
	Korrektur der 3. Schreibaufgabe fällig

Film: Münchhausen
	

	13te
	Dienstag,

22. April 2008
	Bürger: Münchhausen
	Chapter 28: Passive Voice

	
	Donnerstag,

24. April 2008
	Alafenisch: Das Kamel mit dem Nasenring
	

	14te
	Dienstag,

29. April 2008
	Schreibaufgabe 4 fällig

Alafenisch: Das Kamel mit dem Nasenring 
	Review

	
	Donnerstag, 

1. Mai 2008
	Wiederholung: Märchen, Sagen, Fabeln
	


Korrektur der 4. Schreibaufgabe am 9. Mai fällig (am Tag der Abschlussprüfung).
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