Instructor: Juljana Gjata

172 College Ave, German House

Main office telephone: 732-932-7201

E-mail address: juljana@rci.rutgers.edu

Office hours: Monday 9:00 pm-10:00 pm and by appointment

Course Title: German Media and Society (1.5 credits)

01:470:299-01; index 60313

Spring 2008

Time: Monday 7:40 pm-9:00 pm

Location: Leupp Hall, Upper Leupp Lounge

Course Description:

The aim of this course is to actively develop your language skills and cultural awareness through the study of the role of various media (including print, internet, film, and the other arts) in informing contemporary German politics and society. Special attention will be paid to cultural differences between Germany and the United States. Texts and presentations will be chosen to accommodate language level of students enrolled. By the end of the semester students will be able to talk about certain aspects in Germany’s political and cultural life. This course may be repeated.

In German. 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of German 102 or 122. 

Course credits may be counted toward German major and minor. 

Final Grade
Participation: 20%

Homework and Quizzes: 20%

Presentations (Nachrichten und großes Referat): 30%

Final Oral Exam: 15 %

Final Written Exam: 15%

Required text, available at Rutgers Bookstore on Albany Street.

Lewis, Derek: Contemporary Germany. A Handbook. London: Arnold. 2001 

ISBN: 034074040X

Attendance
All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared. Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Three late arrivals count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is an extremely serious matter, and can lead to a student’s failing the course and being referred to his or her dean for disciplinary action. When referring to ideas other than your own, always acknowledge your sources clearly and completely, whether you are quoting or paraphrasing. Please see the University’s policies on academic integrity at http://teachx.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html, and discuss with your instructor any questions you may have about this and related issues.

Photocopies

Department photocopying fees add up quickly and impressively; we will therefore need to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than the syllabus, quizzes and tests.

Final Exam: May 12th, 2008; 8:00 pm-11:00 pm; Leupp Hall (Upper Lounge)

The final exam will consist of an oral component AND a take-home essay. The take-home essay is a discussion of one issue in contemporary Germany that you find most interesting.  It may be an extension of one of the articles you have previosuly summarized and/or discussed in class, a chapter from the book, or something that has captured your attention the most during the semester. It must be about 500-600 words long and due when you begin the oral exam. At least one of the two final exam components will be in German. The duration of the oral exam is 15 minutes per student.

Quizzes
Students will take several quizzes, which will consist of one or two essential questions. They will refer to the discussion in class from the previous Monday and/or to the reading for that day.
Presentations
1. All students must give one oral presentation of approximately 15 minutes. In this presentation they will research a current issue. The presentation may not be read; flashcards may be used.

2. All students must present a story from the news from the same or previous day at least once during the semester. It is expected that the news be presented in the student’s own words. 
German Special Interest Housing:

In cooperation with the German Special Interest Section of Rutgers College Housing, it is an ample opportunity to take advantage of their cultural events such as excursions to museums, theaters, and restaurants, and weekly activities such as German movie nights and German conversation tables. Your active participation will enable you to learn even more about German culture today. 

Tentative weekly schedule:
	Date
	Topics of Discussion


	Reading Assignments (fällig)



	28. Januar   
	Introduction:

Typical German?
	

	 4. Februar  
	Bundesländer
	Chapter 2: pp. 23-58

	 11. Februar
	Social Structures


	Chapter 6: pp. 138-149

	   18. Februar
	Reserved for current issue
	

	   25. Februar
	Problems of Unification
	pp. 59-60; 80-82; 123-125

	    3. März
	Language Issues
	Chapter 11: pp. 238-250

	  17. März 
	Spring Break—Relax!
	

	   24. März 


	German pot luck dinner with German Special Interest Housing at Leupp Hall
	


	   31. März 
	Right Wing Extremism


	Chapter 9: pp. 187-192

	    7. April  
	Foreigners
	Chapter 9: pp.192-197

	   14. April
	Reserved for current issue 
	

	   21. April 
	Vergangenheitsbewältigung
	Chapter 9: pp. 197-202

	   28. April
	Berlin
	Chapter 12: pp. 252-280

	    5. Mai
	Festive Evening
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