German 01:470:302:01

Introduction to Literary and Cultural Analysis II:

Contemporary Literature and Culture

Spring 2008

TuTh4 (1:10-2:30)

Scott Hall 219

Professor Christopher Clark

Dept. of German

172 College Ave., Room 302

732-932-7201, ext. 24

cmclark@rci.rutgers.edu

Office hours: Tu 2:45-4 and by appointment

Course description:

Introduction to Literary and Cultural Analysis is designed for students with a solid grasp of basic German grammar and vocabulary who wish to extend their knowledge of German language, history, politics, and culture, through reading, discussion, and writing. It is a writing-intensive course. All readings, discussion, and writing in German.
This course will explore the literature, film, and culture of Germany since the fall of the Berlin wall in 1989 and the (re-)unification of East and West Germany in 1990. We will examine a range of aspects of the culture of contemporary Germany and the “Berlin Republic.” We will work on refining grammar, vocabulary, and style through frequent writing and revision.  A variety of written and visual narratives, including short stories, poetry, essays, newspaper articles, and films will be discussed.

Required texts:

· Most readings will be downloaded in PDF format from the course’s Sakai page

· Occasional handouts and websites. Budgetary restrictions require the German Department to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than the syllabus, quizzes and tests. When readings are available electronically, students are expected to print them out and bring them to class.

Grading:

I. Class Participation: 40%
Your participation grade includes a range of factors including:

· Attendance. All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared. Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Three late arrivals count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

· Discussion and preparation. All students are expected to take part actively in class discussion. To this end, you are expected to bring with you to each class three written or typed clusters of questions that you think would contribute to a productive discussion and deepen your understanding of the text at hand. I will collect these at the end of every class and provide occasional written commentary. They will not be evaluated for grammatical correctness, only for content. I will provide examples of what I think constitute good discussion questions. Your questions should total around half a page if handwritten (although I will not be counting words).


II. Papers: 30% (15 + 15)

Every essay will be revised at least once, for content and style as well as for grammar. Your first draft will receive comments but no grade; only your revised essay (to which you must attach your first draft when you submit it) receives a letter grade. If you wish to further improve your essay, after discussion with me you may submit a subsequent revision for a better grade. Most of your work on grammar in this course will be in the context of working with your essays; however, if there are particular points of difficulty common to many students, we may do some specifically grammar-oriented exercises during the semester. No late work will be accepted unless you have arranged in advance for an extension. Use of an online translation engine or excessive use of a dictionary will be considered cheating (see academic integrity policy below).

III. Midterm & Final Exams: 30% (15 + 15)

There will be a take-home mid-term and final. These exams are open-book and open-note, but use of the internet is absolutely forbidden. 

Academic Integrity Policy:

With regard to papers and exams, please refer to Rutgers University’s official policy on academic integrity at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. Any violations of this policy will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs.

Kalender (Änderungen vorbehalten)

Di. 22.01.08: Einführung

I. Die Wende

Do., 24.01.08: May Ayim, „Deutsch-deutsch Vaterland...“, „deutschland im herbst“; Maxim Biller, „Wiedervereinigung I“, „Wiedervereinigung II“

Di., 29.01.08: Stefan Heym, aus Auf Sand gebaut/Filz
Do., 31.01.08: Ahne, „Wie ich mal mit meinen Gedichten die Wende mit einleitete“, „Zum besseren Verständnis“; Jochen Schmidt, „Die Wahrheit über Shoppen und Ficken“

II. „Generation Berlin“

Di., 05.02.08: Tom Tykwer, Lola rennt; Margit Sinka, „Tom Tykwer’s Lola rennt: A Blueprint of Millenial Berlin“


*Aufsatz 1a (die Wende) fällig

Do., 07.02.08: Texte zur „Generation Berlin“

Di., 12.02.08: Judith Hermann, „Sommerhaus, später“

Do., 14.02.08: Tanja Dückers, „I went mad like a machine“

Di., 19.02.08: Wladimir Kaminer, aus Schönhauser Allee
Do., 21.02.08: Schönhauser Allee (cont.)

Di., 26.02.08: Schönhauser Allee (cont.)

Do., 28.02.08: Schönhauser Allee (cont.)

III. Das türkische Deutschland—Türk Almanyası

Di., 04.03.08: Texte über Türken in Deutschland; Emine Sevgi Özdamar, „Die neuen Friedhöfe in Deutschland“


*Aufsatz 2a (Generation Berlin) fällig

Do., 06.03.08:; Feridun Zaimoğlu, „Gottesanrufung II“; Texte zum Özdamar-Zaimoğlu-Streit

Di., 11.03.08: Fatih Akın, Gegen die Wand; Filmheft

Do., 13.03.08: Gegen die Wand (cont.)

*Midterm fällig!

———Spring Break———

IV. Deutschland und die Juden: gestern, heute, morgen

Di., 25.03.08: Bernhard Schlink, „Liebesfluchten“

Do., 27.03.08: Barbara Honigmann, „Ich bin nicht Anne!“, „Selbstporträt als Jüdin“

Di., 01.04.08: Jane Kramer, aus The Politics of Memory; Texte zum Holocaust-Mahnmal

Do., 03.04.08: Dani Levy, Alles auf Zucker; Filmheft; Cary Nathenson, Kritik zum Film

V. Deutschland und Terror

Di., 08.04.08: Gregor Schnitzler, Was tun, wenn’s brennt?


*Aufsatz 3a (das türkische/jüdische Deutschland) fällig

Do., 10.04.08: Max Färberböck, September
VI. Erinnerungskulturen

Di., 15.04.08: Michael-André Werner, „Schwarzwälder Kirsch“

Do. 17.04.08: Georg M. Oswald, „Das Loch“; Nina Petrick, „Ein Sonntag“

Di., 22.04.08: Oliver Hirschbiegel, Der Untergang
Do., 24.04.08: Texte zur Debatte um Der Untergang
Di., 29.04.08: Leander Scholz, „SS“
Do., 01.05.08: Rückblick und Wiederholung

*Endklausur fällig am Dienstag, 13. Mai 2008, um 11 Uhr

