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Introduction to Literary Theory 

This course will trace the genealogy of contemporary literary criticism from Kant through the German romantics to early twentieth-century critical theory and deconstruction.  In particular, we will explore the role of aesthetics and art in major philosophical theories of subjectivity, and the structure of critical discourse in these theories.   Readings include: Kant, The Critique of Judgment; Schiller, Aesthetic Letters; Schlegel, Conversation on Poesy; Hegel, "master-slave dialectic"; Nietzsche, "On Truth and Lie in an Extramoral Sense" and Birth of Tragedy; Lukacs, Theory of the Novel; Heidegger, "The Age of the World Picture"; and Derrida, "White Mythology."
