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German Memory Cultures 1945-Present
This course provides an overview of German literature, film, and culture since 1945, with a focus on the topic of memory. German culture after 1945 has been preoccupied by the memory of war, National Socialism, and the Holocaust; debates among historians are front-page news, particularly the Historians' Debate of the 1980s and the Goldhagen debate of the 90s. Literature and film have been important vehicles for the process of Vergangenheitsbewältigung, or coming to terms with the past, and we will discuss texts that both portray and perform acts of memory. We will examine various strategies of remembering and memorializing the past, always asking what the significance of memory is for the present and future. Furthermore, we will examine a range of memory cultures, considering memories of the 1950s "economic miracle," the 60s student movement and 70s radicalism, the GDR and its demise, and German colonialism and genocide in Africa, all of which coexist and compete with memories of the war and the Holocaust in the same cultural space. Readings/viewings may include literature by Seghers, Langgässer, Bachmann, Böll, Weiss, Kluge, Wilkomirski, Sebald, and Senocak; films by Verhoeven, Trotta, Fassbinder, Schlöndorff, Hirschbiegel, and Donnersmarck; and non-fiction/theoretical texts by Mitscherlisch, Walser, Bubis, Klüger, Assmann, Huyssen, Jarausch, and others. Readings in English and German (or in English translation), discussion in English; no knowledge of German required.

