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Advanced Conversation & Composition: Berlin/s
Fall 2007

MTh3 (11:30-12:50)

Campbell Hall A3

Professor Christopher Clark

Dept. of German

172 College Ave., Room 302

732-932-7201, ext. 24

cmclark@rci.rutgers.edu

Office hours: M 1-2

and by appointment

Joachim Ringelnatz: Sehnsucht nach Berlin (1929)

Berlin wird immer mehr Berlin.

Humorgemüt ins Große.

Das wär mein Wunsch: Es anzuziehen

Wie eine schöne Hose.

Und wär Berlin dann stets um mich

Auf meinen Wanderwegen.

Berlin, ich sehne mich in dich.

Ach komm mir doch entgegen!
Course description:

Advanced Conversation & Composition is designed for students with a solid grasp on German grammar and vocabulary who wish to extend their knowledge of German language, history, politics, and culture, through reading, discussion, and writing. Conversation & Composition is a writing-intensive course. All readings, discussion, and written work for the course will be in German. 

This course explores 20th (and 21st) century German culture through a focus on the city of Berlin in its many incarnations as a capital (the imperial Reich, the Weimar Republic, the Nazi Reich, the GDR, and reunified Germany). We will examine the birth of Germany’s first modern metropolis, its subsequent division, and eventual reunification and emergence as a multicultural world capital. We will work with a variety of written and visual narratives, including short stories, poetry, newspaper articles, Feuilleton pieces, films, and a novel.

Required texts:

· Wladimir Kaminer, Russendisko. Goldmann, 2002. ISBN 3442541751
· Frequent handouts, electronic reserves, and web sites. Budgetary restrictions require the German Department to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than the syllabus, quizzes and tests. When readings are available electronically, students are expected to print them out and bring them to class.

· Rankin/Wells, Handbuch zur Deutschen Grammatik, 4th ed. Houghton Mifflin, 2004. ISBN 0-618-33812-8. (Note: we are only using the main textbook, not the Arbeitsheft.)
Grading:

I. Class Participation: 40%
Your participation grade includes a range of factors including:

· Attendance. All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared. Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Three late arrivals count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.
· Discussion and preparation. All students are expected to take part actively in class discussion. To this end, you are expected to bring with you to each class three written or typed clusters of questions that you think would contribute to a productive discussion and deepen your understanding of the text at hand. I will collect these at the end of every class and provide occasional written commentary. They will not be evaluated for grammatical correctness, only for content. I will provide examples of what I think constitute good discussion questions. Your questions should total around half a page if handwritten (although I will not be counting words).

· Homework. We will be covering the first half of Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik this semester in order to review all the basic points of German grammar and uncover any problem spots. Reading the lessons carefully, preparing any required exercises from the book, and coming prepared with any questions all count toward your class participation.


II. Papers: 60%
This is a writing-intensive course whose aim is to improve your German through the process of writing and revising; a simultaneous goal is to further develop your critical writing skills for use in contexts both inside and outside German. Every essay will be revised at least once, for content and style as well as for grammar. Your first draft will receive comments but no grade; only your revised essay (to which you must attach your first draft when you submit it) receives a letter grade. If you wish to further improve your essay, after discussion with me you may submit a subsequent revision for a better grade. No late work will be excepted unless you have arranged in advance for an extension.
Kalender (Änderungen vorbehalten!)

[HzdG=Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik; spezifische Hausaufgaben TBA]
Do., 06.09.: Einführung: Geschichte und Gedichte der Großstadt

I. Berlin in der Weimarer Zeit

Mo., 10.09.: Walther Ruttmann, Berlin, die Sinfonie der Großstadt (Filmvorstellung im Unterricht)
Do., 13.09.: Berlin, die Sinfonie der Großstadt
HzdG Kapitel 1: Word Order

Mo., 17.09.: Texte aus Hier schreibt Berlin
Aufsatz 1a (Ruttmann) fällig

Do., 20.09: Hier schreibt Berlin
HzdG Kapitel 2: Present Tense

Mo., 24.09.: Joseph Roth, aus Berliner Saisonbericht
Do., 27.09.: Berliner Saisonbericht
Aufsatz 1b (Ruttmann) fällig

HzdG Kapitel 3: Present Perfect Tense

II. Berlin in Trümmern

Mo., 1.10.: Roberto Rossellini, Germania Anno Zero/Deutschland im Jahre Null [Film]
Do., 4.10.: Elisabeth Langgässer, „Glück haben“

Aufsatz 2a (Hier schreibt Berlin/Roth) fällig

HzdG Kapitel 4: Cases and Declensions

III. Das geteilte Berlin

Mo., 8.10.: Stefan Heym, „Im Netz“/„Caught“

Do., 11.10.: Klaus Schlesinger, „Am Ende der Jugend“

HzdG Kapitel 5: Articles and Possessive Adjectives

IV. Das türkische Berlin

Mo., 15.10.: Emine Sevgi Özdamar, aus Der Hof im Spiegel
Aufsatz 2b (Hier schreibt Berlin/Roth) fällig

Do., 18.10.: Thomas Arslan, KardeEQ \o(s,¸)ler/Geschwister [Film]
HzdG Kapitel 6: Negation, Imperatives

Mo., 22.10., EQ Kutlu\o(g,˘) Ataman, Lola und Bilidikid [Film]
Do., 25.10., KardeEQ \o(s,¸)ler/Geschwister, Lola und Bilidikid
Aufsatz 3a (türkisch-deutsche Kultur) fällig

HzdG Kapitel 7: Simple Past Tense, Past Perfect Tense

V. Die Wende und „Ostalgie“

Mo., 29.10.: Wolfgang Becker, Good Bye Lenin! [Film]; PDF-Heft zum Film
Do., 01.11.: Good Bye Lenin! und andere Texte zum Thema Ostalgie

HzdG Kapitel 8: Future Tense, Future Perfect Tense
VI. Multikulturelle Hauptstadt

Mo., 05.11., Wladimir Kaminer, Russendisko; Texte zu Kaminer
Do., 08.11., Russendisko
Aufsatz 3b (türkisch-deutsche Kultur) fällig

HzdG Kapitel 9: Modal Verbs

Mo., 12.11., Russendisko
Do., 15.11., Russendisko
HzdG Kapitel 10: Prepositions

Mo., 19.11.: May Ayim, „Deutsch-deutsch Vaterland...“, „deutschland im herbst“

Aufsatz 4a (Russendisko/Ostalgie) fällig

HzdG Kapitel 11: Conjunctions

Do., 22.11.: Thanksgiving—Kein Unterricht

VII. Aktuelle Debatten
Mo., 29.11.: das Holocaust-Mahnmal

Mi., 01.12.: der Palast der Republik
HzdG Kapitel 12: Noun Genders, Noun Plurals, Weak Nouns

VIII. „Generation Berlin“

Mo., 06.12.: Tom Tykwer, Lola rennt [Film]
Mi., 08.12.: Lola rennt; Margit Sinka, „Tom Tykwer’s Lola rennt: A Blueprint of Millenial Berlin“

Aufsatz 4b (Russendisko/Ostalgie) fällig

HzdG Kapitel 13: Adjectives

Mo., 13.12.: Rückblick und Zusammenfassung

HzdG Kapitel 14: Comparative and Superlative

