Rebecca E. Steele

172 College Ave. (German House)

Office tel.: 732-932-7201

E-mail address: rsteele@eden.rutgers.edu

Office Hrs. Tues. 11:20-12:20, Tues. 3:10-4:10, or by appointment
Advanced Conversation and Composition (3 credits)

01:470:231:02; index 28393
Fall 2007

TTh6 4.30-5.50
CAC, Frelinghuysen, B-1 

Course Description:

The purpose of this course is the reading and discussion of advanced material centered largely on contemporary Berlin. Students will have the opportunity to improve their written and oral proficiency in German while gaining an insight into the cultural and historical aspects of the capital. Activities and assignments will focus on intensive practice of sentence structure and expository writing. We will read a collection of short stories as well as a variety of photocopied texts that serve as a basis for discussion; these will be the starting points for written and oral assignments.
Taught in German

Prerequisites: Placement test, 132 or 122

Counts for general credits toward the major and minor.

Grading: 

Class participation and homework:
30%

Written compositions:


40%

One oral presentation:


10%

Final exam:



20%

Required text, available at Rutgers Bookstore on Albany Street, New Brunswick:

Larry Rankin, Jamie Wells, Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik. Fourth edition (or newer, Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2001).

Russendisko, Wladimir Kaminer, ISBN 3442541751.
Attendance:

All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared.  Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B).  Three late arrivals count as one absence.  

Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is an extremely serious matter, and can lead to a student’s failing the course and being referred to his or her dean for disciplinary action. When referring to ideas other than your own, always acknowledge your sources clearly and completely, whether you are quoting or paraphrasing. Please see the University’s policies on academic integrity at http://teachx.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html, and discuss with your instructor any questions you may have about this and related issues.
Photocopies:

Department photocopying fees add up quickly and impressively; we will therefore need to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than the syllabus, quizzes and tests.

Final Exam: Wednesday, December 19, 2007; 8:00am-11:00am, Frelinghuysen B-1
Homework: 

Homework assignments are due on the day indicated on the syllabus; they may include readings and reaction papers, a review of Handbuch chapters, as well as grammar and vocabulary exercises. Homework may be collected and/or corrected in class. 
There will be four writing assignments during the course of this class – which are each due on the day noted in the syllabus. Late work will be subject to a lower grade. When you hand in your composition, I will read it but not correct your mistakes. Instead, I will use an error code to mark your mistakes and you are expected to hand in a second, rewritten and corrected version. Your grade will be a combination of both versions. The final exam will be a written exam relating to the various themes, grammar and vocabulary topics discussed in class. 

Class discussion and preparation. 

All students are expected to take part actively in class discussion. To this end, you are expected to bring with you to each class three written or typed clusters of questions that you think would contribute to a productive discussion and deepen your understanding of the text at hand. I will collect these at the end of every class and provide occasional written commentary. They will not be evaluated for grammatical correctness, only for content. I will provide examples of what I think constitute good discussion questions. Your questions should total around half a page if handwritten (although I will not be counting words).
Additional Assistance:

Students are encouraged to come to office hours with any questions and problems pertaining to class. Any student who needs additional help should contact the LRC (Learning Resource Center).

Digiclass:

Please regularly visit http://fas-digiclass.rutgers.edu/ and click on my name under “Instructor’s Notes” for announcements, activities, etc. for our class.

Vorläufiger Semesterwochenplan – Tentative Weekly Syllabus

(You will be advised of any updates in advance)
	Woche
	Sitzung/Datum
	Inhalt der Sitzung 
	Grammatik

	1te
	Dienstag, 

4. Sept. 2007


	Introduction: expectations; schedule; research. 

Stellen Sie Ihren Nachbar vor
	

	
	Donnerstag,    
06. Sept. 2007
	Das geteilte Berlin

Ausschnitte von Was Bleibt, Christa Wolf
	Kapitel 1: Word Order 

Lesen: S. 1-13

Übungen: A, B, D

	2te
	Dienstag, 

11. Sept. 2007
	Ausschnitte von Was Bleibt, Christa Wolf
	Schriftliche Themen, S. 11

	
	Donnerstag, 

13. Sept. 2007
	Film “Das Leben der Anderen” (German Movie Night, Leupp Hall, 12.9.)

	Kapitel 2: Present Tense

Lesen: S. 14-27

Übungen: C, D, F

	 3te
	Dienstag, 

18. Sept. 2007
	Film „Sonnenallee“

1. Aufsatz fällig „Das geteilte Berlin“
	

	
	Donnerstag,
20. Sept. 2007
	Film „Sonnenallee“

„Geschenke aus der DDR“ und „Raus aus dem Garten der Liebe“ aus Russendisko (RD), Wladimir Kaminer 

Zusammenfassung „Das geteilte Berlin“
	Kapitel 3: Present Perfect Tense

Lesen: S. 28-42

Übungen: A, B, E, F

	4te
	Dienstag, 

25. Sept. 2007


	Berlin und Ostalgie

“Freiheit Ost,” Klaus von Dohnanyi
„Gibt es einen spezifischen Ost-Patriotismus?“ Matthias Biskupek
	

	
	Donnerstag, 

27. Sept. 2007


	„Zonensucht. Kritik der neuen Ostalgie,“ Jens Bisky 

1. Aufsatz Korrektur fällig
	Kapitel 4: Cases and Declensions

Lesen: S. 44-59

Übungen: D, E, G, H

	5te 
	Dienstag, 

02. Okt. 2007
	Film „Goodbye Lenin“
	

	
	Donnerstag, 

04. Okt. 2007
	Film „Goodbye Lenin“

	Kapitel 5: Articles and Possessive Adjectives

Lesen: S. 60-75

Übungen: A, B, D, F, G

	6te 
	Dienstag, 

09. Okt. 2007


	Zusammenfassung „Ostalgie“
2. Aufsatz fällig „Ostalgie“
	

	
	Donnerstag, 

11. Okt. 2007
	Migranten-Berlin
„Russen in Berlin“ und „Vaters Rat“ (RD)


	Kapitel 6: Negation, Imperatives

Lesen: S. 76-86

Übungen: A, D, F, G

	7te
	Dienstag, 

16. Okt. 2007
	„Die erste eigene Wohnung“ und „Der türkische Kater“ (RD)
	

	
	Donnerstag, 

18. Okt. 2007
	„Russendisko“ und „Warum ich immer noch keinen Antrag auf Einbürgerung gestellt habe“

2. Aufsatz Korrektur fällig
	Kapitel 7: Simple Past, Past Perfect

Lesen: S. 87-101

Übungen: B, E, F

	8te
	Dienstag, 

23. Okt. 2007
	„Süsse ferne Heimat,“ „Meine Frau allein zu Hause,“ „Der Radiodoktor“ und „Langweilige Russen in Berlin“ (RD)
	

	
	Donnerstag,

25. Okt. 2007
	„Der Sprachtest“ und „Mein Vater“ (RD)
	Kapitel 8: Future Tense, Future Perfect

Lesen: S. 102-110

Übungen: B, C, D

	9te
	Dienstag,

30. Okt. 2007


	„Fähnrichs Heirat,“ „Beziehungskiste Berlin“ und „Die russische Braut“ (RD)
3. Aufsatz fällig „Migranten-Berlin“
	

	
	Donnerstag,

01. Nov. 2007
	„Nur die Liebe sprengt die Welt“ und „Spring aus dem Fenster“ (RD)
„Der kleine Heiratsratgeber“ (http://www.kanak-attak.de/ka/infopool/zahn.html)

„Schutzehe“ (http://www.schutzehe.com/)
	Kapitel 9: Modal Verbs

Lesen: S. 111-128

Übungen: A, B, D, F, G

	10te
	Dienstag, 

06. Nov. 2007
	„Suleyman und Salieri,“ „Stalingrad,“ „In den Schutzgräben von Stalingrad“ und „Der Columbo vom Prenzlauer Berg“ (RD)
	

	
	Donnerstag,

08. Nov. 2007
	„Die Mücken sind anderswo“ (RD)

Artikel „Rechts ist normal“

3. Aufsatz Korrektur fällig
	Kapitel 10: Prepositions

Lesen: S. 129-151

Übungen: A, C, D, E, F, H, J, M

	11te
	Dienstag,   

13. Nov. 2007
	„Geschäftstarnungen,“ „Der Professor,“ „Russenmafiapuff,“ und „Bahnhof Lichtenberg“
	

	
	Donnerstag,

15. Nov. 2007
	Artikel „Wir Unsichtbaren,“ Adam Soboczynski
Film „Lichter“
	Kapitel 11: Conjunctions

Lesen: S. 153-170

Übungen: A, B, C, D, F

	12te
	Dienstag,

20. Nov. 2007
	Film „Lichter“ 

Zusammenfassung „Migranten-Berlin“

	

	
	Donnerstag,

22. Nov. 2007 
	Thanksgiving Break – No Class
	

	13te
	Dienstag,

27. Nov. 2007
	Türken in Berlin

„Mutterzunge,“ Emine Sevgi Özdamar

	Kapitel 12: Nouns

Lesen: S. 171-185

Übungen: A, B, E, F

	
	Donnerstag,

29. Nov. 2007
	„Grossvaterzunge,“ Emine Sevgi Özdamar
	

	14te
	Dienstag,

4. Dez. 2007
	Artikel „Untergetaucht und verstoßen,“ 
Aysun Ertan
Film „Gegen die Wand“
	Kapitel 13: Adjectives

Lesen: S. 186-203

Übungen: A, B, D, F, G, J, K

	
	Donnerstag,

6. Dez. 2007
	Film „Gegen die Wand“
4. Aufsatz fällig „Türken in Berlin“ (Korrektur fällig am 18.12. in meinem Postfach)
	

	15te
	Dienstag,

11. Dez. 2007
	Zusammenfassung „Türken in Berlin“ und Kurszusammenfassung
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