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What’s So Great About Goethe?
Course description: Close reading of Goethe's works against the cultural, historical, and political background of his time. Selected poems, plays, and prose. Emphasis will be placed on developing critical reading and writing skills.

Course requirements: Careful preparation of assigned readings, active class participation (10%), one in-class exam (20%), four response papers (30%), and three essays (40%).  Note: students must complete all assignments to receive credit for this course.

Course books (available at the bookstore): 

Die Leiden des jungen Werthers

Iphigenie auf Tauris

Die natürliche Tochter

Faust, Erster Teil
Novelle

Syllabus:

9/4
“Heidenröslein”

9/6
“Zueignung”

9/11
“Prometheus,” “Grenzen der Menschheit,” “Das Göttliche”  


Response Paper I due

9/13
no class (reschedule)

9/18
Die Leiden des jungen Werthers 


Response Paper II due

9/20
Die Leiden des jungen Werthers

9/25
Die Leiden des jungen Werthers
9/27
Die Leiden des jungen Werthers

10/2
“Erlkönig,” review

10/4
in-class exam
10/9
Iphigenie auf Tauris

Response Paper III due

10/11
Iphigenie auf Tauris
10/16
Iphigenie auf Tauris
10/18
Iphigenie auf Tauris
10/23
Faust I

10/25
Rodig Lecture; Essay I due
10/30
Faust I
11/1
Faust I
11/6
Faust I
11/8
Faust I
11/13
Faust I
11/15
Faust I
11/20
Die natürliche Tochter

Essay II due

11/22
no class (Thanksgiving)
11/27
Die natürliche Tochter 


Response Paper IV due

11/29
Die natürliche Tochter
12/4
Novelle
12/6
Novelle
12/11
Das Märchen
12/18
Essay III due, 2 p.m., 172 College Ave.
Policy on attendance:  Attendance at all class meetings is mandatory, and students are expected to arrive punctually. 

photocopy fees: Five cents per photocopy.

Plagiarism policy: Plagiarism is the representation of the words or ideas of another as one’s own. Students found guilty of plagiarism will be disciplined to the fullest extent of the university code on academic integrity.

ADA policy: The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations be provided for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and psychiatric difficulties.  Please contact the instructor of this course at the beginning of the semester to discuss any such accommodations for this course.

