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3 Credits
Germans and Jews:

An Intercultural History

Course Description: The course surveys German-Jewish culture from the eighteenth 

century to 1935.  A wide range of philosophical, theological, autobiographical, literary, 

poetic, and dramatic texts will be studied, including those by Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, 

Moses Mendelssohn, Rahel Varnhagen, Heinrich Heine, Karl Marx, Moses Hess, Franz 

Kafka, Hermann Cohen, Else Lasker-Schüler, Sigmund Freud, and Martin Buber. 

Topics to be covered: Enlightenment and "Bildung"; salon culture; autobiography and 

romanticism; socialism and assimilation; “Anti-Semitism” and Zionism; theology and

redemption.  Taught in English.  Course credits may be counted toward German 

Literature and Language, German Studies, or Jewish Studies Majors.

Books to be purchased at RU Bookstore, Follett #850, One Penn Plaza, Ferren Mall
Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, Two Jewish Plays: The Jews/Nathan the Wise 

Moses Mendelssohn, Jerusalem, Or, on Religious Power and Judaism

Heinrich Heine, The Rabbi of Bacherach

Solomon Maimon, An Autobiography

Moses Hess, The Revival of Israel: Rome and Jerusalem

Martin Buber On Judaism  

Theodor Herzl, The Jewish State 
Franz Rosenzweig, On Jewish Learning
Sigmund Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents
Marx-Engels Reader

Basic Kafka

Course Packet to be purchased at Pequod Copy, 119 Somerset St (corner of Easton Ave.)

Course Requirements:
1. Attendance, preparation for and active participation in class (10% of course grade). Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

2. Three six-page (1500-word) papers, each worth 30% of grade, analyzing one or more works covered in class.

Course schedule
Weekly assignments:  Students are expected to prepare readings for each week as listed below.  NOTE:  This schedule is subject to change. 

Enlightenment and Bildung
Sept 4:  Introduction:  Entering into “Culture” (Kultur, Bildung)

Sept 6:
 Lessing, The Jews; Frederick II, “The Charter Decreed for the Jews of 

Prussia”  

Sept 11:  Lessing, Nathan the Wise, Acts 1-2; Dohm, excerpts from “Concerning the 

Amelioration of the Civil Status of the Jews” 

Sept 13:  Rosh Hashanah (no class; to be rescheduled)

Nathan the Wise, acts 3-5; Mendelssohn “Response to Dohm”
Sept 18: Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” Mendelssohn “What Does ‘To

 Enlighten’ Mean?”

Sept 20: Maimon, Autobiography, pp. 1-144  

Sept 25: Autobiography, pp. 145-289 

Sept 27: Mendelssohn, Jerusalem, section 1

Oct 2: Guest Lecture by Michael Brenner, Ludwig-Maximillian Universität, Munich 

Jerusalem, section 2 Wessely “Words of Peace and Truth” 

Romanticism and the Berlin Salons

Oct 4: Rahel Levin and David Veit, “Correspondence”; Dorothea Schlegel (née Brendel

 Mendelssohn),  Florentine, pp. 1-33; Hertz, “1804 Madame de Stael pays a visit to the Berlin salons of the lucky Jewish dilettantes”; Kaplan, “1812 The German romance with Bildung begins, with the publication of Rahel Levin’s correspondence about Goethe; Tewarson 1833 Rahel Varnhagen, salonière and epistolary writer

Oct 9: Florentine pp. 34-75; Friedrich Schlegel, “Ideas”

FIRST PAPER DUE
Heine and Marx

Oct 11: Heine, selections from The Book of Songs, “To Set Your Mind at Rest,” “Night Thoughts,” “Germany,” “The Silesian Weavers,” From the Memoirs of the Herr von Schnabelewopski (excerpts), Florentine Nights (excerpts); Marx, “A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right,” “Critical Marginal Notes on the Article ‘The King of Prussia and Social Reform’”

Oct 16: Heine, The Rabbi of Bacharach
Oct18: 
Heine, “Jessica,” “The Slave Ship,” Hebrew Melodies; Marx On the Jewish

Question

“Anti-Semitism” and Zionism

Oct 23:  Wagner, The Jew in Music (along with a discussion of Felix Mendelssohn and 

Giacomo Meyerbeer)

Oct 25:  Hess, Rome and Jerusalem, pp. 35-105; 

Oct 30: Hess, Rome and Jerusalem, pp. 106-78;

Nov 1: Herzl, “Autobiography,” excerpts from The Jewish State; “Anti-Semitism”

(excerpts from Marr and Dühring)
Three Theologies

Nov 6:
Hermann Cohen, selections from Germanness and Jewishness

SECOND PAPER DUE

Nov 8: Martin Buber, On Judaism, 3-55

Nov 13: Buber, On Judaism, 56-107, 149-74
Nov 15: Franz Rosenzweig, On Jewish Learning, 27-71

Nov 20: Rosenzweig, On Jewish Learning, 72-92, 103-24

Two Writers

Nov 22: Thanksgiving (no class)

Nov 27: Lasker-Schüler, “The Voices of Eden,” “O God,” selections from Hebrew

Ballads, “Jerusalem,” “Over Glistening Gravel,” “To Me,” “Friday Night”

Dec 4: Kafka, “Letter to My Father,” “Cares of a Family Man,” “Jackals and

 

Arabs,” “The Crossbreed,” “Before the Law”

Dec 6: Kafka, “Report to an Academy,” “Josefine, the Songstress or: the Mouse-

People”

Two Ideas of Redemption

Dec 11: Sigmund Freud, Civilization and its Discontents, 11-104

Dec 13: Walter Benjamin, “Franz Kafka: On the Tenth Anniversary of his Death,” 

“On the Concept of History”


LAST PAPER DUE

