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Course description:

A century ago the late and rapid industrialization of Germany and Austria resulted in the radical transformation of society, including new and unstable configurations of gender roles and sexuality.  Artists and intellectuals throughout the English-speaking world avidly read the work of German sexologists (who first coined the term homosexual), the psychoanalysis of Sigmund Freud, and the now nearly forgotten sexual theories of Otto Weininger.  In this course we will read these theories alongside the literature of the era, beginning with fin-de-siècle imperial Germany, moving through Expressionism and World War I  into the seemingly liberal Weimar era and its abrupt end in 1933. All readings and discussion in English; no knowledge of spoken or written German is required. (Students who can read German are, however, encouraged to read the texts in their original language.)

Required texts:

· Michel Foucault. The History of Sexuality: An Introduction. Vintage, ISBN 0679724699

· Theodor Fontane. Effi Briest. Penguin Putnam, ISBN 0-14-044766-0

· Sigmund Freud. Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality. Harper Collins Trade, ISBN 0-465-09708-1

· Sigmund Freud. Dora: An Analysis of a Case of Hysteria. Simon & Schuster, ISBN 0-684-82946-0

· Frank Wedekind. Spring’s Awakening. Hal Leonard, ISBN 1-55783-245-5

· Thomas Mann. Death in Venice. Dover, ISBN 0-486-28714-9

· Irmgard Keun. The Artificial Silk Girl. W.W. Norton, ISBN 1-892746-81-6

· John Henry Mackay. The Hustler. Xlibris, ISBN 1401044913

· Course packet, available at Pequod Copy, 119 Somerset St. (after date TBA)

· Occasional handouts, electronic reserves, and web sites. Budgetary restrictions require the German Department to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than the syllabus, quizzes and tests. When readings are available electronically, students are expected to print them out and bring them to class.

Course requirements and grading:

Class Participation: 30%
Your participation grade includes a range of factors including:

· Attendance. This is a discussion-based seminar, so being in class is essential. If you have to miss class, please let me know in advance. All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared. Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Three late arrivals count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

· Discussion and preparation. All students are expected to take part actively in class discussion. To this end, you are expected to bring with you to each class three written or typed clusters of questions that you think would contribute to a productive discussion and deepen your understanding of the text at hand. I will collect these at the end of every class and provide occasional written commentary. Your questions should total around half a page if handwritten (although I will not be counting words).

Papers: 70% (20% + 20% + 30%)

Each student will write 2 shorter (5-7 pp.) papers on works studied up to that point in the course; they will be due on Thursday, 10/11/07 and Thursday, 11/15/07. These short papers may be revised subsequently if you have definite ideas about how you can improve them, and the new grade will replace the old one. The final paper will be longer (12-15 pp.) and will be due on Monday, 12/17/07.  

Course Schedule

(subject to change)

Tu., 9/4:  Introduction

Th., 9/6: Foucault, The History of Sexuality
Tu., 9/11: The History of Sexuality (cont.)

Th., 9/13: Theodor Fontane, Effi Briest
Tu., 9/18: Frank Wedekind, Spring’s Awakening
Th., 9/20: Wedekind, Lulu
Tu., 9/25: from Krafft-Ebing, Psychopathia Sexualis
Th., 9/27: from Magnus Hirschfeld, The Homosexuality of Men and Women
Tu., 10/2: Richard Oswald, Anders als die anderen
Th., 10/4: Freud, Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality
Tu., 10/09: Three Essays
Th., 10/11: Three Essays
*Paper 1 due

Tu., 10/16: Freud, Dora: An Analysis of a Case of Hysteria
Th., 10/18: Arthur Schnitzler, Fräulein Else
Tu., 10/23: Otto Weininger, Sex and Character
Th., 10/25: Sex and Character
Tu., 10/30: Arthur Schnitzler, La Ronde
Th., 11/1: Oskar Kokoschka, Murderer the Women’s Hope; August Stramm, Sancta Susanna; Carl Sternheim, The Bloomers
Tu., 11/6: Thomas Mann, Death in Venice
Th., 11/8: Lou Andreas-Salomé, “Fenitschka” and “Deviations”

Tu., 11/13: Anna Elisabet Weirauch, The Scorpion; Faderman & Eriksson, Lesbians in Germany, introduction; Anna Rüling, “What Interest Does the Women’s Movement Have in the Homosexual Question?”

Th., 11/15: Andrew Hewitt, Political Inversions, Chapters 3-4

*Paper 2 due

Tu., 11/20: John Henry Mackay, The Hustler
Th., 11/22: Thanksgiving—No class meeting

Tu., 11/27: Irmgard Keun, The Artificial Silk Girl; Grete Ujhely, “A Call for Sexual Tolerance”

Th., 11/29: Josef von Sternberg, The Blue Angel
Tu., 12/4: Leontine Sagan, Maedchen in Uniform; B. Ruby Rich, “From Repressive Tolerance to Erotic Liberation”

Tu., 12/6: George Mosse, Nationalism & Sexuality Chapter 8, Conclusion; Dagmar Herzog, “Hubris and Hypocrisy, Incitement and Disavowal”

Tu., 12/13: Conclusion

Final paper due Monday, 12/17/07

Plagiarism policy: Plagiarism is the representation of the words or ideas of another as one’s own. Students found guilty of plagiarism will be disciplined to the fullest extent of the university code on academic integrity.

ADA policy: The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations be provided for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and psychiatric difficulties.  Please contact the instructor of this course at the beginning of the semester to discuss any such accommodations for this course.

