Department of German

Fall 2007 Courses

Undergraduate

I) Language Program

Students who have completed the equivalent of 101-102 begin with 131; those who have completed the equivalent of 131-132 (2nd-year German) begin with 231; those who have completed the equivalent of 231-232 (3rd-year German) are eligible to take any 300- or 400-level undergraduate course taught in German. Students who are performing well may also enroll simultaneously in 231-232 and 301-302.

Questions? Contact our Undergraduate Director Prof. Nicholas Rennie – nrennie@rci.rutgers.edu.

470:101, Elementary German (4 credits)

Section 01 MWTh 11:30-12:50 (Scott Hall 115)

Section 02 MWTh 1:10-2:30 (MW Scott Hall 106, Th Scott Hall 205)

Section 03 MWTh 2:50-4:10 (Scott Hall 120)

Section 04 MW 6:10-8 (Hardenbergh Hall A4)

Not open for credit to students who have had two or more years of high-school German.

This course is designed for beginners (students who have no previous knowledge of German).  Our current textbook is Neue Horizonte/Dollenmayer/Hansen Introductory German 6th Edition/2003/Houghton Mifflin Company. Students will also receive a workbook including a Lab Manual. Though the emphasis is on conversation, this class will cover the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing; study of grammar; vocabulary building; supplementary work in the language laboratory. It will be a fast-paced but thorough introduction to the basics of the German language. Students are required to go to the Language Lab at least once a week. We will also examine German culture past and present. Assignments will vary, encompassing speech and written practice. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor. Students of 101 are strongly encouraged to enroll in 470:103, Elementary German Lab.

470:102, Elementary German (4 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:101

Section 01 MWTh 11:30-12:50 (Scott Hall 121)

Section 02 M 4:30-5:50, W 4:30-7:30 (Scott Hall 120) 

Not open for credit to students who have had two or more years of high school German. The course will cover the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing; study of grammar and vocabulary building.  There will be supplementary work in the language laboratory. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor. Students of 102 are strongly encouraged to enroll in 470:104, Elementary German Lab.

470:103, Elementary German Lab I (1 credit)

Co-requisite: 01:470:101 Elementary German or 121 German in Review

Section 01 M 4:30-5:50 (Language Lab 119)

This lab course is an instructor-guided laboratory practicum based on intensive use of media. Designed for the improvement of aural/oral skills. Practice involves use of text related audiotapes and videotapes, individual and group work, and recordings of student speech for evaluation of pronunciation and fluency.

470:104, Elementary German Lab II (1 credit)

Co-requisite: 01:470:102 Elementary German or 122 German in Review

Section 01 W 2:50-4:10 (Language Lab 119)
This is an instructor-guided laboratory practicum based on intensive use of media. Designed for the improvement of aural/oral skills. Practice involves use of text related audiotapes and videotapes, individual and group work, and recordings of student speech for evaluation of pronunciation and fluency.
470:121, German in Review (3 credits)

Prerequisite: Placement test

Section 01, MTh 9:50-11:10 (Scott Hall 116) 

(121-122 is for students with two or more years of high-school German who do not place into German 131.) Not open to students who have taken 01:470:101-102. An intermediate reinforcement course. Practice in speaking, reading, and writing German; extensive grammar review; cultural topics. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor. Students of 122 are strongly encouraged to enroll in 470:104, Elementary German Lab.
470:131, Intermediate German I (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:102, 122 or placement test.

Section 01, MW 4:30-5:50 (Frelinghuysen Hall B3)

Section 02, TTh 6:10-7:30 (Scott Hall 204) 

Emphasis on conversation and composition, based on everyday situations, aspects of culture, and contemporary German short stories, review of major grammatical points. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor.

470:132, Intermediate German II (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:131 or placement test.

Section 01, TTh 4:30-5:50 (T Scott Hall 215, Th Scott Hall 220)

Themes and subjects for discussion and essays include the world of work, multicultural society, young and old, stereotypes and the environment.  A variety of grammar topics include all aspects of accusative, dative and genitive cases, adjectives and their endings, subjunctive II, relative clauses, reflexive pronouns/clauses and the passive voice.  A variety of short stories will be included for discussion and reading comprehension. 100-level credits can be applied toward the overall credit requirement for the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor. For students beginning their college German below the 200 level, one course in intermediate German (470:131 or 132) may similarly be counted toward the German Language & Literature minor.

470:231, Advanced Conversation & Composition II (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:132.

Section 01, MTh 11:30-12:50 (Campbell Hall A3)

Section 02, TTh 4:30-5:50 (Frelinghuysen Hall B1) 

Counts for general credits toward the major and minor.
Reading and discussion of advanced text material based on contemporary German culture. Intensive practice in word formation, sentence structure, and expository writing.

470:299, Contemporary German Media & Society (1.5 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:102.

Section 01, M 7:40-9 (Leupp Hall)

In German.

Taken twice, counts for literature/civilization/film credits toward the major and minor.

Development of active language skills and cultural awareness through study of the role of various media (including print, Internet, film, and the other arts) in informing contemporary German politics and society. Special attention to cultural differences between Germany and the United States. Texts and presentations chosen to accommodate language level of students enrolled.  In cooperation with the Rutgers College Housing German Special Interest Section, it is an ample opportunity to take advantage of their numerous events and activities, which enable students to learn even more about German culture today. Successful completion of at least German 102 or comparable linguistic ability is highly recommended. Class will be held in German. May be repeated. Three credits from 470:299 may be counted toward the major and minor.

II) Upper Level Courses

470:301, Introduction to Literary and Cultural Analysis (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:232 (Students who are performing well may also enroll simultaneously in 231-232 and 301-302.)

Section 01, TTh 2:50-4:10 (Scott Hall 103) 

In German. Counts for general upper-level credits toward the major and minor.

Introduction to the basic German terminology of literary and cultural analysis, and preparation for courses in German at the 300-level. Study of literary works and films, as well as newspaper articles, film reviews, and literary analyses. 

470:315 Advanced Translation (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:232

Section 01, MW 2:50-4:10 (Linguistics Building 001)

In German. Counts for general upper-level credits toward the major and minor.

This course serves as an introduction into the methodology and techniques of translating German to English, and English to German. The course will have the form of a workshop in which students learn and develop strategies and techniques to translate a variety of texts from different subject areas. We will practice on typical problems that a translator encounters when faced with texts relating to technology, natural and social sciences, anthropology, history, commerce, advertising, and literature.  Through practice exercises and assigned tasks, students will learn how to use a variety of dictionaries, glossaries, and handbooks that are useful for translators. We will also look at the history of translation studies and discuss the practical applications and typical tasks that a translator faces today.

470:326 Fairy Tale and Folk Tradition (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:232

Section 01, MTh 11:30-12:50 (Frelinghuysen Hall B5) Instructor: Professor Marlene Ciklamini

In German. Counts for literature/civilization/film credits toward the major and minor.

Fairy Tales are universal. They transport us to the realm of the imagination. First attested in Ancient Egypt, the Tale of the Two Brothers would become famous in a German version collected by the Brothers Grimm. The Grimm Brothers were fascinated by this universality, as were their successors who have found the Aschenputtel/Cinderella tale in more than 300 versions throughout the world, including in China. Hence, the collection’s title, Haus-und Kindermärchen, reflects their faith that fairy tales were not only for children, but also for adults.  Fairy tales explain in simple, but well-phrased language the difficulties we experience in life or  clarify situations we have trouble to comprehend. How is it, for instance, that someone who appears to be dull and unpromising – the Grimms might call him Hans or her Else – earns distinction? Deeds, insignificant to the eye, and unlikely personalities bring luck and success.

Although fairy tales were published prior to the Grimm collection, Jacob and Wilhelm might be considered the founders of folklore studies, collecting tales from professional storytellers rather than reworking published tales for a targeted audience. Luck also played a role: the deep interest of the romantics in folk literature and political events that followed the collapse of Napoleon’s rule, brought them in contact with scholars from the Western world. We shall, therefore, also discuss the era in which the Brothers lived and pose, for example, the following questions.  Which experiences formed them and which were essential to their mission as the preservers of an oral tradition that was foundering in the rapidly expanding industrial age?  Instead, posterity has acknowledged them as the founders of a discipline that has inspired, and still does, countless studies. Story telling is an art, practiced even now in societies that rely for amusement and instruction, not on books but on professionals who draw their audience on the marketplace.

470:335 Goethe: Life and Works (3 credits)

Prerequisite: 470:232

Section 01, TTh 4:30-5:50 (Frelinghusen Hall A4) Instructor: Professor Martha Helfer

In German. Counts for literature/civilization/film credits toward the major and minor.

Close reading of Goethe's works against the cultural, historical, and political background of his time. Selected poems, plays, and prose.

470:380 Germans and Jews: An Intercultural History (3 credits)

Section 01, TTh 1:10-2:30 (Hardenbergh Hall A1) Instructor: Professor Michael Levine

Cross-listed with Jewish Studies (01:563:380:01)

In English. May count for credit toward the interdisciplinary German Studies major or minor, depending on student’s area of concentration.

 Survey of German-Jewish culture from the eighteenth century to 1935 with readings of philosophical, theological, autobiographical, literary, poetic, and dramatic texts. 
Topics include: Enlightenment and Bildung; salon culture; autobiography and romanticism; socialism and assimilation; Anti-Semitism and Zionism; theology and redemption.
470:390 Topics in German Lit (3 credits)
Section 01, TTh 6:10-7:30 (Frelinghuysen Hall B1)

In English.
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Graduate

Advanced undergraduates in their fourth year of study may, with the permission of the Undergraduate Director, Professor Rennie, enroll in a graduate seminar as a route toward earning departmental honors.

470:502, Teaching Apprenticeship 

Thursday 4:30-6:30 (172 College Avenue Seminar Room) Instructor: Dr. Silke Wehner-Franco

Teaching Apprenticeship in German is designed to give you the opportunity to discuss topics surrounding the practice of German language teaching today in the context of the courses offered at Rutgers. To that end, we will utilize a number of readings from current journals and publications as well the text Perspectives on Learning in light of your teaching experience this semester.  In addition to the readings outlined below and distributed during the semester, each participant is also asked to conduct one presentation/discussion (approx. one hour) based on a particular chapter of the text and to submit a short research paper (5-7 pages) that evaluates the learning theory's application in German language courses.  Finally, each participant will schedule one class observation and post-observation at some point during the semester.

470:660, Dilettantism and Discrimination: Austrian Narratives of the 19th and 20th Century

Tuesday 4:30-7:10 (172 College Avenue Seminar Room) Instructor: Professor Fatima Naqvi

In German.

 In this course, we will look at the dilettante and his relationship to the question of specialized knowledge and artistic appreciation. How does the dilettante come into view as an oppositional figure that tests the limits of institutional knowledge? How does he claim and maintain a privileged relation to art and the judgment of art? Are there particular historical junctures felicitous to the emergence of the dilettante as an “art lover” or as someone who can discriminate between ‘bad’ and ‘good’ art?

We will read texts by Adalbert Stifter, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, Arthur Schnitzler, Peter Altenberg, Thomas Bernhard, Elfriede Jelinek, Friederike Mayröcker, and W.G. Sebald. Theoretical readings will be drawn from Sigmund Freud, Roland Barthes, Pierre Bourdieu, Jürgen Habermas, Giorgio Agamben, and Samuel Weber. Students are encouraged to be in touch before the start of the semester so that they can order the primary texts directly from Germany.

470:670, Topics: Language Experiments: Beyond the Frontier

Monday 4:30-7:10 (172 College Avenue Seminar Room) Instructor: Professor Peter Demetz

In German.

In my course, we will discuss the language experiments and the radical theories of the German avantgarde  in the European context of Modernism and analyze the demands for a reconstitution of poetic texts  as purified instruments of communication in an age of war and revolution. Among the authors to be included will be Arno Holz and his liberated verse, the Italian Futurists ( F.T.Marinetti) and their German allies A. Stramm and J.R. Becher. We shall devote special attention to the practices and ideas of the Zürich and Berlin Dada groups as well  as to the manifold achievements of Kurt Schwitters, acquaint  ourselves with the French surrealists ( Breton, Aragon ) , the  Czech  "poetists" ( Nezval, Teige), and consider Jean /Hans Arp¹s poems. In conclusion, we will turn to the more recent experiments in Concrete Poetry ( E. Gomringer) All essential readings in German, language of instruction/discussion German and English. 

470:671, Topics: The Nibelungenlied and Heroic Poetry

Wednesday 4:30-7:10 (172 College Avenue Seminar Room) Instructor: Professor Marlene Ciklamini

In German.

The Nibelungenlied has long played a dominant role in German cultural history and politics.  It is the medieval epic that had distinct roots in a dramatic, poetic tradition that was grounded in the Germanic past.  Its narrative matter and themes are, primarily, those of a warrior society and of a poetic tradition that is oral rather than literary. The Nibelungenlied, as a text of the High Middle Ages, of its classical period around 1200, thus attempts to integrate, however loosely at times, the values and notions of two societies that essentially were at odds.  

In the Middle Ages, narrative matter determined to a large extent its retelling, as the audience was familiar with the outlines and developments of stories often retold. This explains, for instance, why Wolfram insists that his telling of Parzival is the original story, not the one told by Chrétiens de Troyes.  The Nibelungenlied, in like manner, reworked the narrative tradition of the so-called Nibelungen matter, incorporating into its narrative frame cultural notions and customs of its own time.  Siegfried, the hero of the first part of the epic, was known in the Germanic world as the dragon slayer, a champion who had roamed to unknown lands. In the High Middle Ages, romantic love was a central trope.  Thus, for the sake of romantic love, Siegfried allied himself with the Burgundian king in Worms, thereby setting into motion events that would seal his death in a society founded on kinship and honor.  In the second part, these values are undermined.  The epic has moved from Worms to the court of Attila, the Hun, a reminder of the period, centuries earlier, when Germanic tribes were either his allies or enemies. 

The course will center foremost on the Nibelungenlied and include the discrete, though occasionally congruent literary traditions that it has incorporated.  We shall study its sources, their narrative forms, and the fictionalized historical events of the Migration Period (fourth and fifth centuries) on which the narrative rests.  We shall also examine oral tradition, its conservative and transformational aspects, as well as the demands of a literary culture eager to adapt narrative tales and themes from the past.  Concomitantly, we shall explore what was the dominant literary theory for decades, the evolution of the epic from single heroic poems, lost or extant.  Now defunct, the theory was a vibrant part of German studies until the modern exploration of orality, story telling in Yugoslavia, initiated its slow demise.  Actual recordings of storytellers proved that story telling was dynamic despite the narrative constraints of traditional tales.  The study of the Nibelungenlied, a composition of a highly literate age, and of its oral sources reveals conclusively the explorative impulse of this tradition.
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