German 349: Contemporary German Cinema                                               

Fall 2005, Tu/Th, 6:10 – 7:30 p.m.        

Location:  FH B3

Screenings: W 7:30 p.m., Leupp Hall                                       

Prof. Eric Jarosinski

Office: German House

Office Hours: M 11:00 – 12:30 p.m.

E-mail: ejarosin@wisc.edu

Course Objective: This course will focus on recent films that deal with topics such as German reunification, the Nazi past, globalization, and multiculturalism. It will proceed by way of a close analysis that combines an examination of film style with issues of cultural context and criticism. The course will be taught in English, with a special discussion section in German for majors.

Required Texts:

David Bordwell and Kristin Thompson, Film Art.

Timothy Corrigan, A Short Guide to Writing about Film.

Articles will be available on-line and at the reserve desk of Alexander Library

Requirements: Students are required to participate actively in classroom discussions and to complete all homework assignments on time (typed, double-spaced, 12 point font). There will be response papers, an oral presentation, and a final paper. 

Grade:

Participation
25%

Response papers 
20%

Oral Presentation 
25% 

Final Paper (due Dec. 13)
30%

Attendance: Attendance for class and screenings is mandatory. A maximum of three absences is allowed. Thereafter, each absence will result in a half-point drop of the final grade. The films are not available for viewing outside of the scheduled screening times; consult IRIS to see which films are available at Kilmer Library for re-viewing. 

	Week
	Date
	Content
	Homework/ Assignment

	1
	Sep 1
	Introduction


	

	2

Construction

Sites
	Sep 6


	Film Production and Form
	Bordwell, Ch. 1 and 2. Reserve readings.

	
	Sep 7 
	Screening: Berlin Babylon
	

	
	Sep 8
	Discussion of film
	

	3

The Past in the Present


	Sep 13
	Film Style
	Bordwell, Ch. 2, 6. 

Corrigan, Ch. 2, 3

Reserve readings.

	
	Sep 14 
	Screening: Der Untergang (Downfall)
	

	
	Sep 15
	Discussion
	

	4

Remembering 1968
	Sep 20
	Narrative/Cinematography
	Bordwell, Ch. 3, 7.

Corrigan, Ch. 4

Reserve readings.

	
	Sep 21 
	Screening: Baader
	

	
	Sep 22
	Discussion of film
	

	5

Fate of a Revolution
	Sep 27
	Film Editing/Sound
	Bordwell, Ch. 8, 9

Reserve readings.

	
	Sep 28 
	Screening: Sie haben Knut (They’ve Got Knut)
	

	
	Sep 29
	Discussion of film
	

	6

Taking Stock
	Oct 4
	Critical Analysis
	Bordwell, Ch. 10, 11

	
	Oct 5
	Screening: Die Fetten Jahre sind vorbei
	

	
	Oct 6
	Discussion of film
	

	7

From East to east
	Oct 11
	Film and Identity
	Reserve readings.

	
	Oct 12
	Screening: Halbe Treppe 
	

	
	Oct 13
	Discussion of film
	

	8

Looking Abroad
	Oct 18
	Construction of Place
	Reserve readings.

	
	Oct 19
	Screening: Schulze Gets The Blues
	

	
	Oct 20
	Discussion of film
	

	9

Politics and Geography
	Oct 25
	Documentaries 
	Bordwell, Ch. 5

Reserve readings.

	
	Oct 26
	Screening: Herr Wichmann von der CDU (Vote for Henryk!)


	

	
	Oct 27
	Discussion of film
	

	10

Multiplicities
	Nov 1
	The Politics of Identity
	Reserve readings.

	
	Nov 2
	Screening: Gegen die Wand (Head On)
	

	
	Nov 3
	Discussion of film
	

	11

Negotiations
	Nov 8
	Subverting Tradition
	Corrigan, Ch. 5 and 6

	
	Nov 9
	Screening: Kanak Attack
	

	
	Nov 10
	Discussion of film
	

	12

Coming of Age
	Nov 15
	Genre 
	Reserve Readings.

	
	Nov 16
	Screening: Absolute Giganten
	

	
	Nov 17
	Discussion of film
	

	13
	Nov 22
	Paper Workshop
	

	14

The New Economy
	Nov 29
	Film and Globalization
	Reserve Readings.

	
	Nov 30
	Screening: Viktor Vogel, Commercial Man
	

	
	Dec 1
	Discussion of film
	

	15

Who are We?
	Dec 6
	The Screen and the Self
	Reserve readings.

	
	Dec 7 
	Screening: Wir (We)
	

	
	Dec 8
	Discussion of film
	

	16
	Dec 13
	Conclusion
	


