Rutgers University German Department

01:470:347:01 German Politics and Society 1870-1945

Fall 2005

MW 6:10-7:30 in German House B 001

(this course is taught in German)

Instructor:

Dr. Silke Wehner Franco (contact: amsfranco@aol.com; 

(732) 549-6596

Office hours:

M 5:00-6:00 in GH 204         and by appointment

Text:


Readings from the website of the Deutsches Historisches Museum 




in Berlin (www.dhm.de) and photocopies provided by the 




instructor.

In order to successfully complete this course, you must have regular and reliable access to the internet and a functioning e-mail address.

This course is designed to give you an overview of the significant political, historical, and social trends which shaped modern Germany in its early years from just after the Franco-Prussian War to the end of World War II.  All readings, lectures, discussions, and assessments will be conducted in German. To that end, it is highly recommended that each student have a large German-English dictionary (100,000 +  entries) for home use, as well as another, smaller dictionary for classroom use.

In addition to the readings outlined in the syllabus, students will also be required to research course topics on various websites in addition to books and other media. Each student will be responsible for one 30-minute presentation (Referat) in German during the course of the semester. This presentation must include some audio-visual element, such as slides of works of art by artists, film or video clips of major events or speeches by politicians, or excerpts from literature or letters written by the subject, etc. In addition to the presentation to the class, a typewritten outline (highlighting major points in order to help guide the class through the Referat; not a full, written report) must be submitted on the day of the presentation. A good presentation might involve a five-minute overview of the relevant events/ information of the subject’s life or work, ten to fifteen minutes presenting examples of these works to the class and ten to fifteen minutes of engaged discussion or question-answer session with the class, guided by the presenter. This should be a two-way process: as the presenter, you must involve your classmates in thinking about the topic and discussing it. 

Readings: all readings must be completed as homework assignments prior to the class session to prepare students for a class discussion. Most readings are to be found on the website of the Deutsches Historisches Museum (www.dhm.de); additional readings will be distributed in class prior to the assignment. All reading assignments are marked in boldface on the syllabus.

Assessment:

Exam # 1 (Date: Mo, Oct. 25)


20%

Exam # 2 (Date: Mo, Dec. 19, final exam)
25%

Referat





20%

Referat outline



  
  5%

Reading quizzes/ written responses

15%



Discussion/ participation


15%

Grades will be assigned according to the following scale:

A: 90-100%; B+: 85-89%; B: 80-84%; C+: 75-79%; C: 70-74%; D: 66-69%; F: 65% and below

Departmental policy on attendance and photocopying  fees:

Attendance at all class meetings is mandatory, and students are expected to arrive punctually. In courses that meet twice weekly, it is departmental policy that the student’s final semester grade will be lowered by .5 (e.g. B+ to B) for three or more unexcused absences, an additional .5  for five or more, and so on for each additional pair of days missed. Tardy arrival at three classes counts as one absence. 

The photocopy fees for this course are $3.00. Photocopy fees will be collected in the first two weeks of class.

Cell phones: 

Please remember to turn off your cell phones before entering class. No cell phone conversations or interruptions will be accepted in class. 

Class field trip outside of scheduled class time: 

In place of one of our class meetings is a visit to the exhibit: “War/Hell: Masterprints by Otto Dix and Max Beckmann” at the Neue Galerie in New York, to take place on Saturday, September 17, 2005. We will meet at the museum at 11:00 a.m. If you cannot make this date, you may visit the exhibit on your own (please be aware that the exhibit ends on September 26, 2005). The content of this exhibit will be part of our class discussions. You can visit the museum’s website www.neuegalerie.org for location and directions. Student admission with ID: $ 7, otherwise $ 10.

To find the assigned readings on the Deutsches Historisches Museum website, go to:

1. www.dhm.de
2. click on LeMo (Lebendiges Museum on line) 

3. find the appropriate heading under “2D HTML” and follow hyperlinks to indicated topics

Syllabus

Mo, 5. September : no class (Labor Day holiday)

Mi, 7. September : 

Syllabus, Fragen zum Kurs, Kontaktinformation

Einführung: Das Deutsche Reich

Mo, 12. September: 

Auswahl der Referate

Mi, 14. September:

LeMO 1900-1914: a. Das Reich, b. Innenpolitik, c. Außenpolitik 

Sa., 17. September: Besuch der Ausstellung: “War/Hell: Masterprints by Otto Dix and Max Beckmann” in der Neuen Galerie in New York. Treffpunkt am Museum um 11.00 Uhr. 

Mo, 19. September:

LeMO 1900-1914: a. Industrie und Wirtschaft, b. Wissenschaft und Forschung

Filmausschnitte und Lektüre zu Heinrich Mann: Der Untertan; Walther Ruttmann: Berlin, Symphonie einer Großstadt

Mi, 21. September:

LeMO 1900-1914: a. Kunst und Kultur, b. Der Blaue Reiter

Referat #1: Die Brücke

Lektüre: Wilhelm II zu “Rinnsteinkunst”

Mo, 26. September

LeMO 1900-1914: a. Alltagsleben, b. Antisemitismus

Referat #2: Arnold Schönberg, Richard Strauß

Mi, 28. September:

LeMO 1914-1918: a. Kriegsverlauf

Referat #3: Stellungskrieg und Giftgasangriffe

Lektüre: Erich Maria Remarque: Im Westen nichts Neues
Mo, 3.Oktober:

LeMO 1914-1918: a. Kriegspropaganda, b. Künstler im Krieg

Referat #4: Max Beckmann 

Mi, 5. Oktober:

LeMO 1914-1918: a. Alltagsleben, b. Waffenstillstand in Compiègne

Mo, 10.Oktober:

LeMO 1918-1933: a. Die Revolution 1918-19, b. Matrosenaufstand, 

c. Abdankung Wilhelm II, d. Der Versailler Vertrag 


Referat #5: Rosa Luxemburg und Karl Liebknecht, Spartakus Bund

Mi. 12. Oktober: 

LeMO 1918-1933: a. Die Verfassung der Weimarer Republik, b. Kriegsschuldfrage

c. Reparationen, d. Dolchstoßlegende

Referat #6: Gustav Stresemann

Mo, 17. Oktober:

LeMO 1918-1933: a. Die Inflation von 1914-1923, b. Wissenschaft und Forschung

Referat # 7: Käthe Kollwitz

Mi, 19. Oktober:

LeMO 1918-1933: a. Kunst und Kultur, b. Alltagsleben

Referat #8: Kurt Weill, Bertolt Brecht

Mo, 25. Oktober:

Erstes Examen

Mi, 27. Oktober: 

LeMO 1918-1933: a. Kino in der Weimarer Republik

Filmausschnitte: Das Kabinett des Dr. Caligari, Nosferatu

Referat #9: Marlene Dietrich, Metropolis

Mo, 31. Oktober:

LeMO 1918-1933: a. Weltwirtschaftskrise, b. Auflösung der Republik 

Referat # 10: Paul von Hindenburg

Mi, 2.November:

LeMO 1933-1939: a. Etablierung der NS-Herrschaft, b. Reichstagsbrand, 

c. Ermächtigungsgesetz

Referat #11: Joseph Goebbels

Mo, 7. November:

LeMO 1933-1939: a. Die NSDAP 1933-1945, b. Nazi-Propaganda

Referat #12: Leni Riefenstahl, Triumph des Willens, Olympiade

Mi, 9.November:

LeMO 1933-1939: a. Geschäftsboykott, b. Die Nürnberger Gesetze

Referat #13: NS- Propaganda (Plakate, Filme)

Mo, 14. November:

LeMO 1933-1939: a. NS-Kunst und Kultur, b. Entartete Kunst

Referat #14: Hitlerjugend (HJ) und Bund Deutscher Mädel (BdM)

Lektüre: Jugendproteste zur Hitler-Zeit

Mi, 16. November:

LeMO 1933-1945:a. Widerstand im Dritten Reich, b. Die Weiße Rose

Flugblätter der Weißen Rose

Referat #15: Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Mo, 21. November:

Alltag im Dritten Reich

Lektüre: Augenzeugenberichte

Tue, 22. November (not Wednesday!!):

Alltag im Dritten Reich

Diskussion

Mo, 28. November:

LeMO 1939-1945: a. Kriegsverlauf

Referat #16: Wannsee-Konferenz

Mi, 30. November:

LeMO 1939-1945: a. Der NS-Völkermord, b. Madagaskar-Plan

Referat #17: Die Dänen im Krieg

Mo, 5. Dezember:

Lesung aus: “Draußen vor der Tür” von Wolfgang Borchert

Referat: Heinrich Böll und Wolfgang Borchert

Mi, 7. Dezember:

Schlussdiskussion

Mo, 12. Dezember:

Letzte Klasse

Abschlussexamen: am Montag, den 19. Dezember, 20.00 Uhr – 23.00 Uhr, 

im Klassenzimmer

Referatthemen für German Politics and Society, 1870-1945, Herbst 2005

Referat 1: Die Bruecke (Mi, 21. September)

Referat 2: Arnold Schoenberg, Richard Strauss (Mo, 26. September)

Referat 3: Stellungskrieg und Giftgasangriffe (Mi, 28. September)

Referat 4: Max Beckmann (Mo, 3. Oktober)

Referat 5: Rosa Luxemburg und Karl Liebknecht, Spartakusbund (Mo, 10. Oktober)

Referat 6: Gustav Stresemann (Mi, 12. Oktober)

Referat 7: Käthe Kollwitz (Mo, 17.Oktober)

Referat 8: Kurt Weill, Bertolt Brecht (Mi, 19. Oktober)

Referat 9: Marlene Dietrich, Metropolis (Mi, 27. Oktober)

Referat 10: Paul von Hindenburg (Mo, 31. Oktober)

Referat 11: Joseph Goebbels (Mi, 2. November)

Referat 12: Leni Riefenstahl (Mo, 7. November)

Referat 13: NS-Propaganda (Mi, 9. November)

Referat 14: Hitlerjugend (HJ) und Bund deutscher Mädel (BdM) (Mo, 14. November)

Referat 15: Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Mi, 16.November)

Referat 16: Wannsee-Konferenz (Mo, 28. November)

Referat 17: Die Dänen im Krieg (Mi, 30. November)

Referat 18: Heinrich Böll und Wolfgang Borchert (Mo, 5. Dezember)

