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Course Description: The purpose of this course is the reading and discussion of advanced material centered largely on contemporary Berlin. Students will have the opportunity to improve their written and oral proficiency in German while gaining an insight into the cultural and historical aspects of the capital. Activities and assignments will focus on intensive practice of sentence structure and expository writing. We will read a variety of photocopied texts that serve as a basis for discussion; these will be the starting points for written and oral assignments. This class will be conducted entirely in German. 
Texts: 

Larry Rankin, Jamie Wells, Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik. Fourth edition

(or newer, Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2001) with accompanying Arbeitsbuch. 

Various handouts. The German Department charges students for all photocopies other than quizzes and exam. For this class the expected charge will be $6.00. 

Attendance: Regular attendance is a prerequisite for success in this course. Three absences will affect your grade adversely, e.g. a B becomes a C+ etc. Please contact me in advance if you know you will miss a class.

Requirements: Homework assignments are due on the day indicated on the syllabus; they may include readings and reaction papers, a review of Handbuch chapters, as well as grammar and vocabulary exercises. We will not discuss grammar rules in class.  Homework may be collected and/or corrected in class. Quizzes cover the grammatical concepts, reading comprehension, and interpretive questions relating to the texts. If you have to be absent from class on the day of a quiz or a presentation, you should inform me before your absence; otherwise, missed work cannot be made up or handed in later than the due date. 
The topics for oral presentations will be discussed and assigned in the first week of class. If there are more students in this class than oral presentation topics, two students can work together to prepare a topic and then present it as a team. However, the written version that you need to hand in at the end of the semester will be your individual work and graded as such.

There will be three writing assignments during the course of this class. When you hand in your composition, I will read it but not correct your mistakes. Instead, I will use an error code to mark your mistakes and you are expected to hand in a second, rewritten and corrected version. Your grade will be a combination of both versions. The final exam will be a written exam relating to the various themes, grammar and vocabulary topics discussed in class. 

Digiclass:

Please regularly visit http://fas-digiclass.rutgers.edu/ and click on my name under “Instructor’s Notes” for announcements for our class.

Plagiarism: Do not use material or ideas without properly crediting your source. Do not get papers – or portions of papers – from the internet or from other sources. Plagiarism is a serious infraction; consequences include failing this course and being reported to your Dean for further action. In case you are unsure of citation methods and quoting material, please contact me. 

Contacting me: I can best be reached via e-mail. Please inform me about your current e-mail address where I can reach you. 

Grading: 

Class participation and homework:
20%

Written compositions:


30%

Quizzes:   



10%

One oral presentation:


20%

Final exam:



20%

Grading scale: A: 90-100%, B+ 86-89%; B 80-85%, C+ 76-79%, C 70-75%, D 66-69%, F 65 % and below

German 231

Fall 2004
Tentative syllabus (subject to change)

	Week/ Date
	Themen
	Homework assignment (subject to change)

	1: Sept. 1


	Introduction: expectations; schedule; research; Referate. 

Present yourself to the class in 50 words 
	

	2: Sept. 8
	Discussion of Beziehungen und Gewohnheiten

Review of chapter 3 HW


	For Sept. 8: Read “Sommerhaus, später” pp. 139-42. Review Handbuch chapter 3: present perfect. Study Wortschatz p. 34 and do exercises A, B, D on pp. 36-37.

	3: Sept. 12 and 15
	Eigenschaften eines Freundes/einer Freundin

Mini-presentations in class Discussion of Berlin und Umland

Review of chapter 11 HW;

Film clip from Lichter
	For Sept. 12: Beschreiben Sie einen Freund oder eine Freundin, mit dem Sie eine komische Geschichte erlebt haben.

Oral mini-presentation “Das ist mir einmal passiert…” (approximately 5 minutes).

For Sept. 115: Read “Sommerhaus, später,” pp. 144-147. Review Handbuch chapter 11: conjunctions.

	4: Sept. 19 and 22
	Quiz: conjunctions, theme-related vocabulary

Referat 1: Berlin und Umland-Geografie/Stadtplan

Discussion of reading and 

Film clip: Lola rennt
	For Sept. 19: Study Wortschatz pp. 163-64; do exercises A, B, C, F on pp. 164-166. 

For Sept. 22: Read “Sommerhaus, später,” pp. 148-50.

	5: Sept. 26 and 29
	 Referat 2: Einen Überblick über die deutsche Geschichte seit 1989 am Beispiel von Berlin 

Discussion of reading
	For Sept. 26: First writing assignment due in class: Wie geht die Geschichte “Sommerhaus, später” aus? Schreiben Sie Ihr eigenes Ende! 

For Sept. 29: Read “Sommerhaus, später,” 151-53; 154-56. Review Handbuch chapter 19: uses of “es”, p. 273 and idioms used to express “It’s about”. Study Wortschatz “es geht um es”; do exercises B, D, G on p. 277-78.

	6: Oct. 3 and 6
	Referat 3: Beziehungen zwischen dem ehemaligen Ost- und Westdeutschland heute

Referat 4: Berlin im Internet
	For Oct. 3: First essay correction due. 

For Oct. 6: Go to the web and find two German websites that report news on Berlin: what do they report on? What is different in comparison to local US reporting? Describe one particularly good source you would use in 5 sentences (with the website-address!).

	7: Oct. 10 and 13
	Bilder vom Reichstag 
Review of HW chapter 27

Referat 5: Der Reichstag


	For Oct. 10: review Handbuch chapter 27: indirect discourse. Study Wortschatz pp. 390 and do exercises A, B, D on pp. 391-92.

For Oct. 13: Visit http://christojeanneclaude.net/wr.html and describe the images of the Reichstag in 5 sentences. Review Handbuch chapter 10: prepositions. Study Wortschatz pp. 142-43 and do exercises A, B, C, D, E on pp. 143-44.



	8: Oct. 17 and 20
	 Discussion of poem “Was alles klar wird”
Review HW chapter 18


	For Oct. 17: Second writing assignment due: an analysis of any aspect of Berlin (history, geography, news media) discussed in class. Read poem by Dürs Grünbein, “Was alles klar wird” from Grauzone morgens.

For Oct. 20: Review Handbuch chapter 18: infinitives. Study Wortschatz pp. 264-65 and do exercises A, C, D, G on pp. 265-66.

	9: Oct. 24 and 27
	Referat 6: Ein Gedicht über Berlin der Zwischenkriegszeit (Expressionismus)

Discussion of “Mutterzunge”
Film clip from Gegen die Wand
	For Oct. 24: Correction of second writing assignment due.

For Oct. 27: Read Emine Sevgi Özdamar “Mutterzunge,” 9-11.

	10: Oct. 31 and Nov. 3


	Review of HW chapter 20 Discussion of “Mutterzunge”
	For Oct. 31: Review Handbuch chapter 20 and do exercises D, F, J on pp. 294-96.

For Nov. 3: Read Emine Sevgi Özdamar “Mutterzunge,” 12-14.

	11: Nov. 7 and 10
	Review of HW chapter 26

Referat 7: Berlin um 1900 im historischen Überblick

Discussion of “Berliner Kindheit”
Film clip from Menschen am Sonntag and Berlin, Die Simphonie der Großstadt
	For Nov. 7: Review Handbuch chapter 26: relative pronouns and do exercises B, D, E, F on pp. 374-76 

For Nov. 10: Read Walter Benjamin, “Berliner Kindheit um neunzehnhundert, Vorwort.”

	12: Nov. 14 and 17
	Referat 8: Berliner Bilder um 1900

Bilder von Ernst Ludwig Kirchner
Quiz (chapter 18, 20, and vocabulary)


	For Nov. 14: Walter Benjamin, “Berliner Kindheit um neunzehnhundert, Krumme Straße.” 

For Nov. 17: Third writing assignment due: an analysis of one aspect of any of the texts read during the semester.

	13: Nov. 21


	Review HW chapter 26
Referat 9: Ein/e deutsche(r) Künstler/in des 20. Jahrhunderts


	For Nov. 21: Correction of third writing assignment due in my mailbox

	14: Nov 28 and Dec. 1
	Discussion of paintings

Review HW chapter 24

Review HW chapter 13

Referat 10: Ein aktuelles Tagesthema in Deutschland
	For Nov. 29: Visit the Website of the Brücke Museum, Berlin (http://www.bruecke-museum.de/englkirchner.htm) and orally describe one of the paintings depicting Berlin.

Review Handbuch chapter 24; study Wortschatz p. 349 and do exercises on pp. 350-51 A, D, E.  

For Dec. 1: Review Handbuch chapter 13: adjectives; study Wortschatz p. 195 and do exercises A, C, D, F on pp. 196-98.

	15: Dec. 5 and 8
	View images of “Denkmal für die ermordeten Juden Europas”
Discussion  and review for final exam
	Arbeitsbuch (exercises to be announced)

	16: Dec. 12
	Review for Final Exam 
	For Dec. 12: Written version of Referat due 

	Dec. 16
	FINAL EXAM 8-11 AM
	








