Prof. Nicholas Rennie

German House 101

Tel. 732-932-4255

nrennie@rci.rutgers.edu
Office Hrs. Mo 10:00-11:00am, Th 9:00-10:00am, and by appointment
Masters of German Drama

01:470:324; index 33660

MTh 11:30-12:50

 SEM-001 CAC (Linguistics Building Basement)

. Description:

Modern German culture, perhaps more than any other, has been created and disputed on the theater stage. This course will examine the political, social, and aesthetic experimentation in German drama from the 18th century to the present. We will read (and in some cases view excerpts of productions) of masterpieces by such playwrights as Lessing, Goethe, Büchner, Kaiser, Brecht, Hochhuth and Handke.
In German. Counts for literature/civilization/film credits toward both the German Language & Literature and German Studies major and minor.
. Final Grade

Class participation & response papers

20%

Two presentations (including handouts)
20%

Midterm (Zwischenprüfung)
20%

Two papers (Aufsätze)
20%

Final exam (Abschlussprüfung)
20%

. Response papers

Except on days when another assignment is due (e.g. a paper, a re-write, an exam, or your presentation), you are expected to hand in at the beginning of class a one-paragraph response (in German, preferably typed, otherwise hand-written) to the day’s reading. This response should briefly indicate: who the characters are and what their relations are to each other (especially if we’re just beginning a play), key passages (cite briefly, in German, and with act & scene [or line] references), and a short explanation of the importance of these passages.

. Papers and presentations

At our first two classes I’ll ask all students to sign up to give two presentations each, one before and one after the midterm. You can also e-mail me your preferences.

You are welcome to combine the work for papers and presentations (i.e. they can deal with the same ideas); but your second paper and presentation must treat texts and arguments different from the first paper and presentation.

Presentations should not stress the author’s biography, nor should they focus primarily on plot summary (everyone will have already read the text, after all). The point, rather, is to think about the key ideas in the assigned reading, and how these are developed within the text. What are the main tensions? How are they shown? To what extent are they heightened and/or resolved? You are encouraged to meet with me several days before your presentation to discuss your ideas (see office hours above).

When you give your presentation, you’ll be expected to provide photocopies of a handout that will help us follow along. This handout should list key terms (e.g. “Enlightenment: die Aufklärung” [please always include nouns’ articles]); and it should also list, in German, a set of key passages (include Act and scene numbers, and, where available, line numbers), along with a brief (1-2 sentence) explanation of the issue(s) involved.

Papers should likewise present an argument based on your reading of the text, and should avoid plot summary except where clearly necessary to make a point about the text. But whereas the presentation is more narrowly focused on a particular day’s reading, your paper should consider the significance of an entire text or texts, even as it focuses on particular passages to make its points. Your introductory paragraph(s) should present a clear thesis; the rest of the paper should provide analysis (and a judicious selection of referenced quotations) substantiating your thesis.

. Exams

The midterm and final exams will include: 1) vocabulary; be sure to memorize both the keywords given on students’ presentation handouts, and key terms listed on the board during each day’s discussion; and be prepared to translate from German to English and from English to German (e.g. “the Enlightenment”: “die Aufklärung); 2) short essay questions; 3) longer essays. You will be asked to write your short and long essays in German.

. Optional: Emilia Galotti at the BAM

The Deutsches Theater Berlin is presenting Lessing’s Emilia Galotti Oct 12-15 at the Brooklyn Academy of Music (in German with English titles). For information about this 75-minute production, see http://www.bam.org. If you think you might be interested in going, please let me know by sending me an e-mail by Friday, September 2nd. I’ll find out whether we can help cover the costs of your ticket and/or round-trip ticket from New Brunswick, and I’ll let you know what I come up with.

. Required texts

1. Lessing, Emilia Galotti ISBN 3150000459

2. Goethe, Faust I ISBN 3150000017

3. Büchner, Woyzeck ISBN 3150077338

4. Georg Kaiser, Von morgens bis mitternachts ISBN 3150089379

5. Brecht, Die Dreigroschenoper ISBN 351810229X

6. A good German-English/English-German dictionary.

Please note: you’re expected to come to class with a hard copy of the text we’re discussing. We cannot have a real discussion of these texts without having them before us. Moreover, in your papers you will be expected to cite printed editions rather than online versions of the texts. Since these texts are divided into acts and scenes, however (making it relatively easy to find specific passages in class), you may use German editions other than those listed above.

Dictionaries. As any experienced user of bilingual dictionaries knows, you need to look words up twice: first to find a German equivalent to the English word you have in mind, and then to check that equivalent to make sure it translates back to what you had in mind. For instance, “run” is laufen, rennen; but as you’ll find if you look up these German terms, neither can be used, say, to translate the phrase “to run a company” (“eine Firma leiten”). You can do two things to save time, however. 1) Invest in a German-German dictionary, which will generally offer a larger selection of examples for the correct use of a word or phrase. 2) Buy dictionaries (such as the Duden Universalwörterbuch) on CD: much faster than paper or web-based versions, these let you double-click words to find out fast whether or not you’re on the right track.

. On 2-hour reserve at Alexander Library

These books are listed in chronological order of their treatment in the course. See “Reserves” at http://www.iris.rutgers.edu for availability of these and other works that may be added during the semester.

These books include complete versions of texts from which we’ll only be reading excerpts (e.g. Hochhuth, Handke); and English translations of all of the major works we’ll be discussing. You are encouraged to use this resource whenever you need it: you should not arrive in class confused about basic matters of plot in an assigned reading! Needless to say, it would be in your interest to avoid waiting until the evening before discussion to seek a given reserve text.

Main texts:

· Lessing, Gotthold Ephraim. Nathan The Wise, Minna von Barnhelm, and other Plays and Writings. PT2403.A1D4 1991

· Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von. Faust, Part One. PT2026.F2L85 1987

· --. Faust, Part Two. PT2026.F2L852 1994

· Büchner, Georg. Complete Plays, Lenz and other Writings. PT1828.B6A275 1993 

· Kaiser, Georg. Plays. PT2621.A33A24 1981 vol. 1

· --. Plays. PT2621.A33A24 1981 vol. 2

· Brecht, Bertolt. The Threepenny Opera; Baal; The Mother. PT2603.R397A248 1993

· Hochhuth, Rolf. The Deputy. PT2668.O3S813

· --. Der Stellvertreter: Ein Christliches Trauerspiel. PT2668.O3S8 1979

· Handke, Peter. Contemporary German Plays. PT1258.C66 2001

· --. Die Theaterstücke. PT2668.A5A19 1992

Reference:

· A New History of German Literature. PT91.N49 2004

. Helpful basic reference sources (with Alexander Library call numbers where relevant)

· A New History of German Literature. Cambridge (MA): Belknap, 2004. ALEX RESERVE PT91.N49 2004

A chronologically arranged set of essays on key dates (and works) through 13 centuries of German writing. Use the index to find authors and works.

· Encyclopedia of German Literature. Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers: Chicago, 2000. ALEX REFERENCE PT41.F46 2000 v.1 & 2

Arranged alphabetically by author.

· The Oxford Companion to German Literature. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1997. ALEX REFERENCE PT41.G3 1997

Arranged alphabetically, with listings that include authors, individual works, and keywords important to German history and culture. 

· Kindlers Literatur Lexikon. Zurich: Kindler Verlag, 1965-1972. ALEX REFERENCE PN41.K55 v.1-7.

In German. Arranged alphabetically by author. Each entry focuses on an individual work, the basics of its themes (and plot), and its historical reception. For literature since this publication, see Prof. Rennie a few days in advance about using his 1998 edition. (I have it at home – I can’t bring in the whole edition!)

· http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/rr_gateway/research_guides/german/german.shtml
Rutgers website with helpful links.

· http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/ and http://www.gutenberg.net/catalog/world/search
Online texts in German and English. (NB: you’re expected to come to class with a hard copy of the text we’re discussing.)

. Attendance

All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared: we want you in class and participating! Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Three late arrivals count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

. Photocopies

Department photocopying fees add up quickly and impressively; we will therefore need to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than the syllabus, quizzes and tests.

. Final Exam

Friday, December 16th, 8:00-11:00am

Semesterplan

. 1. September

Einführung

. 8. September

· Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (1729-1781), Emilia Galotti (1772): Erster Aufzug

. 12. September

· Lessing, Emilia Galotti, Zweiter Aufzug
. 15. September

· Lessing, Emilia Galotti, Dritter Aufzug
. 19. September

· Lessing, Emilia Galotti, Vierter Aufzug
. 22. September

· Lessing, Emilia Galotti, Fünfter Aufzug
. 26. September 

· Ersten Aufsatz (4 Seiten) einreichen, German Department Sekretariat [main office], 64 College Ave. Heute keine Sitzung!
. 29. September

· Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832), Faust I (ca. 1772-1806; vollständiges Drama – Faust I & II – 1832 veröffentlicht)

. 3. Oktober

· Goethe, Faust I
. 6. Oktober

· Goethe, Faust I
. 10. Oktober

· Goethe, Faust I
. 13. Oktober

· Revidierten ersten Aufsatz (bitte zusammen mit der korrigierten ersten Version) einreichen.

· Georg Büchner (1813-1837), Woyzeck (1836)

. 17. Oktober

· Georg Büchner, Woyzeck
. 20. Oktober

· Georg Büchner, Woyzeck
. 24. Oktober – ZWISCHENPRÜFUNG

. 27. Oktober

· Georg Kaiser (1878-1945), Von morgens bis mitternachts (1916)

. 31. Oktober

· Kaiser, Von morgens bis mitternachts
. 3. November

· Kaiser, Von morgens bis mitternachts
. 7. November

· Kaiser, Von morgens bis mitternachts
. 10. November

· Bertolt Brecht (1898-1956), Die Dreigroschenoper (1928)
. 14. November

· Zweiten Aufsatz (6 Seiten) einreichen.

· Brecht, Die Dreigroschenoper
. 17. November

· Brecht, Die Dreigroschenoper
. 21. November

· Brecht, Die Dreigroschenoper
. 28. November

· Rolf Hochhuth (1931-), Der Stellvertreter. Ein christliches Trauerspiel (1963) [Ausschnitte]

. 1. Dezember

· Revidierten zweiten Aufsatz (bitte zusammen mit der korrigierten ersten Version) einreichen.

· Hochhuth, Der Stellvertreter [Ausschnitt]

. 5. Dezember

· Peter Handke (1942-), Publikumsbeschimpfung (1966), Ausschnitt

. 8. Dezember

· Handke, Publikumsbeschimpfung
. 12. Dezember

· Wiederholung

. Freitag, den 16. Dezember, 8:00-11:00 Uhr: ABSCHLUSSPRÜFUNG







� An “A” grade for class participation will be given to students who consistently: arrive in class fully prepared; take the initiative in class discussion with comments that are pertinent and reflect careful study of the assigned material; arrive in class having already prepared in German their ideas about the key issues in the assigned materials, and any questions they may have about this material; and engage in productive discussion in German not just with the instructor, but also with the other students. Response papers are expected to be short, but should be written with care (and must be legible!).
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