Rutgers University 

German Department

64 College Ave.
German Stylistics       

01:470:301 Fall 2005

Instructor:  

Julia Feldhaus 
Class Meetings:

T TH 1.10-2.30pm, Language Lab 104 

Telephone:



(732) 932-7201
e-mail:



jfeldhau@rci.rutgers.edu

Office Loc.:



German House, 64 College Ave., CAC, 

2nd floor, room 202

Office hours:
Tuesdays (2.30-3pm) and Thursdays (2.30-3pm), or by appointment
Books & Material:    At R.U. Bookstore: 


*  Kathryn A Corl, Barbara S. Jurassek, Richard T Jurassek: Übergänge. Texte verfassen.

   Boston: Heinle&Heinle Publishers, 2004 
*  Hilke Dreyer, Richard Schmitt: Lehr- und Übungsbuch der deutschen Grammatik. München:     

   Verlag für Deutsch. 2000 
*  A good German-English/English-German dictionary, which we will need for the in-class essays 

and during discussions, for example Oxford, Langenscheidt or Haper Collins (dictionary with 130,000 entries or more)
 
You will also be given additional material covering grammar or offering more literary/non-literary texts. Please note: Departmental photocopying costs add up fast, so we have to charge a basic fee of $3.
Course Description: 
The objective of this course is to advance speaking and writing proficiency via guided discussions and writing assignments. However, students are strongly advised to get familiar with grammatical issues from 231 - 232. There will be a strong emphasis on the stylistic aspects of different kinds and genres of text and communicative situations. Course activities focus on developing the four skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) and on deepening cultural understanding. A systematic review of grammar is intended to hone linguistic accuracy and develop an appreciation for stylistic nuances and how they affect meaning. Students will read challenging texts of different genres and on different topics. Writing activities emphasize the genre-based, process-oriented nature of writing, i.e., the process through which a writer creates and produces written work for a particular purpose and audience. The conversational component of this course will require student-teacher and student-student interaction (in large and small group settings) to exchange information, clarify meanings, express opinions, argue points of view, and engage in any other communicative function for which language is used. This class is intended to be the gateway to content and literature classes, therefore we will come back to fictional texts at certain points. The class will be held entirely in German.

Attendance: 
All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared: we want you in class and participating! Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Three late arrivals (more than 10-15 minutes) count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out. Students are advised to provide timely notification to the instructor about necessary absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work or exams according to an agreed-upon schedule.

Requirements: 

You are expected to complete all assignments such as homework, written essays, quizzes, oral presentations, and oral tests. Homework assignments listed in the syllabus shall be started on the day they are listed and are due next class; they may include text readings and reactions, a review or preparation of Lehr-und Uebungsbuch der deutschen Grammatik or Uebergaenge chapters as well as grammar and vocabulary exercises. Homework may be collected and/or corrected in class. Late homework is not accepted.

Grammar:

In 301 we will review important grammar aspects of 231-232 in depth. The grammar chapters support the topic chapters that will be discussed at the same time. You are responsible for reading the grammar chapters at home and doing the exercises that will be assigned in class. I plan on checking the exercises in class, which will give you a chance to ask about unclear parts.

Participation:

This class stresses conversation and composition even more than 231-232. Participation in class is an essential part of your study. We want you to participate and share your opinions with us. Also, class discussion will be the basis for all other assignments, may it be quizzes, essays or oral tests. We encourage you to speak your mind (in a respectful way). Also, this class will be conducted entirely in German. Try your best to stay in the target language, and only use English as a very last resort after asking IN GERMAN to switch to English.

Referat:
Each student is required to give a 20 minute oral presentation in class, which will open a discussion. If the class size exceeds 10 students, students will be required to give a presentation in pairs. The topics will be current German news (cultural, social, political). Information for these Referate can be obtained online. I’ll discuss several Internet resources. Media supported Referate are encouraged, but technology should not upstage what you have to say. Reading your text from slides is strictly prohibited. This exercise will train your public speaking skills in the target language. You are required to give me an outline of your presentation a week before the Referat itself. Discussing your Referat with me in my office hours is mandatory after giving me your outline. Also, I expect that you create a handout for your fellow students with the most important points and a vocabulary list. As a follow up to the Referat, you will hand in a written version of the Referat at the end of the semester. While the oral presentation is a teamwork (i.e. sharing your grade), your written version is individual work and will be graded as such. 

Essays:

There will be four written assignments for this class. We will discover 5 different text styles, which you will learn to analyze and create yourself. The first essay will be an in-class assignment. Each essay requires you to write two versions. I will use an error code to mark your mistakes, and might also make remarks about content, which are essential for the improvement of your essay. You are then expected to hand in a second, rewritten and corrected version. Your grade will be a combination of both versions. The length of the essay is dependent on the topic, and will be announced for each essay separately. Also, requirements might vary from essay to essay. More information about this will be given in class. One of the essays will be your written oral report version. You can skip any one of the regular essay assignments (except for the in-class essay) and substitute it with your oral report.

Oral tests:

Oral tests are a great source for improving your speaking skills. In this class, there will be five oral tests, which you have to take in the language lab. I will put together a questionnaire in the lab, containing questions about our course work, as well as open questions about your opinion of several topics pertaining to the German culture. Your assignment is to go to the language lab once in the open test span to take the test on your own. Go to the student assistant in the language lab on College Ave and tell him/her that you are in my class and you would like to take your test. The assistant will help you with any technical questions. You can record and delete in this session until you are satisfied with your answer. However, you only have this one session for the test. No second trial is allowed. Grading criteria and further information about this will be given in class. On the due date I will pick up the recordings. No make-up of this assignment will be possible after this point.

Quizzes:

There will be four quizzes in this class. Each quiz will test you on grammar studied at home, new vocabulary, and our class discussion. Each quiz will take about 40 minutes.

Final exam: 

The final exam will take place on December 20th at 8-11am. It will be an in-class essay. The location will be announced.

Ecompanion:

This class will be accompanied by an interactive website, called ecompanion. You can enter the site (www.rutgersonline.net) with your Rutgers user ID and a password that should have been e-mailed to you. I’ll post your homework assignments, different documents, etc. on this website, so please check this out.  

Plagiarism:

Do not use material or ideas without properly crediting your source. Do not get papers – or portions of papers – from the Internet or from other sources. Plagiarism is a serious infraction; consequences include failing this course and being reported to your Dean for further action.
Grading:

Essays:……………….15%

Final essay:…………..10%

Oral tests……………..20%

Oral presentation…….15%

Quizzes………………20%

Participation………….20%

§ Lehr-und Übungsbuch der deutschen Grammatik

Ü Übergänge

	Datum 
	Inhalt der Stunde
	Hausaufgaben
	Tests, Essays due

	Do, 1. Sept.
	Introduction: Rules and regulations; Intro to Topic No.1, present your neighbor in 50 words to the class, research resources,

Texts pp.2-3, characterize texts in groups
	§ 3 I, II, III, 39 I

Artikel und Adjektive, 

Ü: Malkasten pp.4-5, learn 20 words from different categories; pp.6-7, collect ideas for a star in the US


	

	Die, 6.Sept.
	Vocabulary on discussion; Persönlichkeitstypen
	§ 39 II, III

watch Tagesschau and bring in print out of news, give 3 minute talk of your news; type and print out Personenbeschreibung ueber Star in the USA without your name on it (circa half a page)


	

	Do, 8.Sept.
	Peer review of Personenbeschreibung
	§ 39 IV, V

Ü: Read pp. 8-9+pp.9-13, Semantik, write a few examples
	

	Die, 13. Sept.
	Scenes from Fritz Lang’s Metropolis and M –short Personenbeschreibungen for characters
	§ 40 I, II, III

Ü: pp.13-14 Syntax and Phonetik exercises; 

Write a Personenbeschreibung according to hints of Malkasten pp.19-22
	

	Do, 15.Sept.
	Test Artikel und Adjektive

Review of important points for Personenbeschreibung
	§ 41

You can send me a short test essay to get a first impression of my comments
	oral test Nr.1 due

	Die, 20.Sept.
	IN CLASS ESSAY Nr.1 Personenbeschreibung
	
	

	Do, 22. Sept.
	Presentation 1; Stadt-und Landportraits
	§ 22 I-X,

Analyse eines Stadt-, Landportraits,

pp.27-28 Malkasten, 

bring print out of a city description in Germany
	

	Die,27. Sept.
	German Cities
	§ 23

Read pp.33-34+ex. pp.35-37 Semantik
	

	Do, 29. Sept.
	
	§ 24

pp.37-38 Syntax+Phonetik, 

Read Malkasten pp.38-42
	Essay Nr.1 final due

	Die, 4. Okt.
	Presentation 2
	§ 25, 26

Write half a page of a city/countrysideprofil in a certain style, p.29
	Oral Test Nr.2 due

	Do, 6. Okt.
	Peer review of descriptions, Review of Land-und Stadtportrait
	§ 27, 28
	

	Die, 11. Okt.
	Erzählung, Fabel, Märchen
	§ 29, 30, 

Tell a Bildergeschichte, learn vocabulary p.48 Malkasten
	

	Do, 13. Okt.
	Presentation 3
	§ 31, 32, 33

Read pp.48-50+ex. pp.50-52
	Essay Nr. 2 draft due

	Die,18. Okt. 
	Trümmerfrauen, discussion of test and video(?)
	§ 34, 35

Learn vocabulary p.54,


	

	Do, 20.Okt.
	Test Word Order,

Phantasieerzaehlung, class works together on one story
	Read pp.56-60
	oral Test Nr.3 due 

Essay 2 final due

	Die, 25. Okt.
	Presentation 4, Review of Erzählung
	§ 6, 7, 8

Read pp.61-62


	

	Do, 27. Okt.
	Bericht, characteristics and function, pp.66-67 Partnerarbeit
	§ 9, 10

p.68 Read Berichte and look for answers to W-questions,

pp.69-71 Malkasten learn 25 words of different categories, bring a print out of an accident described in an online newspaper.
	Essay 3 draft due

	Die,1. Nov.
	Zeitungsberichte
	§ 11, 12

Read pp.73-75+exercises
	

	Do, 3. Nov.
	Presentation 5
	§ 13

Write Bericht with information from page 72
	Essay 3 final due

	Die, 8. Nov.
	Peer Review of Berichte, what is different?
	§ 14

pp.79-83 start preparing your Bericht essay
	oral Test Nr.4 Due

	Do, 11. Nov.
	
	§ 15

Read pp.85
	

	Die, 15. Nov.
	Test Verben

Informieren und Zusammenfassen – paper clips from German magazines – analyses in groups
	 Read pp. 85-89, which texts are a Gegenstands-, Vorgangsbeschreibung or a informativer Text
	Essay Nr.4 draft due



	Do, 17. Nov.
	Presentation 6

Zusammenfassung Fernsehprogramme
	§ 55, 56 Konjunktiv I

Summarize your favorite movie
	

	Die, 22. Nov.
	Wed for Tue – no class
	
	

	Do, 24. Nov.
	Thanksgiving –no class
	
	

	Die, 29. Nov.
	Movie quiz, Vorgangsbeschreibung
	§ 19 Passiv

Learn vocabulary p.92,

Read pp.96-98+ex. on p.98
	Essay 4 final due

	Do, 1. Dez.
	
	§ 57, 58 Prepositions with the Acc.,

pp.99-102
	Oral Test nr. 5 due

	Die, 6. Dez.
	Presentation 7
	§ 59 Prepositions with the Dat.
	

	Do, 8. Dez.
	Review
	§ 60 Prepositions with dat or acc.
	

	Die, 13. Dez.
	TEST KONJUNKTIV, PASSIV, PRAEPOSITIONEN 

Review
	§ 61 Prepostions with the genitive
	Oral presentation written version due


	Die, 20. Dez
	8-11am Final Exam

In class essay
	
	


