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The purpose of this course is to offer you the opportunity to become acquainted with some of the latest research and thinking about second language acquisition today and to reflect on the ideas presented in light of your own teaching duties in the Rutgers German Department.  The readings, activities and other assignments will bring you into contact with teaching professionals, providing you with access to the lived experience of other, more experienced teachers of German. Consequently, you will be asked to reflect on your own ideas about teaching and see how theories—and your perception of your own teaching style—are, indeed, influencing the way you teach and assess.

In addition to carefully reading each of the assignments and discussing them during class meetings as outlined below, you will also be asked to 

a. have a conversation with a teacher of German (either a professor or PTL currently teaching in the department) based on one chapter of the course textbook.  You will then use this conversation and any insights you gain as the basis for leading discussion of this chapter during our class meetings.  A short written report of your conversation will also be required.

b. conduct a self-analysis of your teaching and testing in light of the ACTFL Standards for Foreign Language Learning.  (A summary of these standards can be downloaded from the ACTFL website www.actfl.org; follow the links to publications and “standards summary”.  More complete information will be distributed separately.)

c. engage in a self-assessment of the teaching/learning/grading processes in your class(es) at the end of the semester, with a particular emphasis on the ideas presented in chapter 9 of the course textbook.

In addition to the assignments and class meetings outlined below, you will also be observed at least once during the semester by either me or Karin Ehler (or another member of the Language Committee).  These visits will include a pre-observation form which you must complete prior to the visit; an observation of one of your class sessions; and a follow-up meeting and written report summarizing salient points of observations, with appropriate feedback on commendations, recommendations and suggestions for follow-up.  The first round of these visits will be completed by mid-October, with a possible second round in November.

Textbook:  
Second Language Learning and Language Teaching (3rd edition) by Vivian Cook



Arnold Publishers, 2001


ISBN:  0 340 76192 X

Class meetings
September 9:
introductory comments, opening reflections; discussion of chapter 1 “Background to 


second language acquisition research and language teaching”.  Please bring written notes 


to discussion questions on page 17, which will form the basis of our discussion.



Also, schedule no later than today first round of classroom observations.  Choose the 


chapter 
you will be responsible for leading thoughtful discussion with class.

September 23:
Discussion of ACTFL standards of foreign language learning and how these apply both 


horizontally and vertically across the German language program at Rutgers; readings 


distributed separately.

The chapter discussions of the following three class meetings will each be led by a different student; these presentations will report on the conversation each has had with an experienced teacher of German.

October 7:
chapter 2:  “Learning and teaching different types of grammar” (questions p. 44)



chapter 3:  “Learning pronunciation, vocabulary and writing” (questions p. 79)

October 23:
chapter 4:  “Processes in using second languages” (questions p. 112)



chapter 5:  “Learners as individuals” (questions p. 139)

October 28:
Professional Development Conference, 9:30am-3:00pm; further details TBA

November 4:
chapter 6:  “Language in the classroom” (questions p. 152)



chapter 7:  “L2 users & native speakers: the goals of language teaching” (questions p. 180)

November 11:
Rodig seminar; time and place TBA

December 9:
final discussion based on self-assessment and  chapter 9 “Second language learning and 


language teaching styles” (questions p. 234)

Assignment descriptions
Chapter discussions with experienced teacher of German.  After choosing the chapter which you would like to lead discussion for, identify a professor or PTL (who has also had full-time teaching experience) in the department who will also read the chapter and take the time to discuss its ideas and findings with you in light of their own experience teaching German.  In addition to discussing the topics (face-to-face, not by e-mail), be sure to ask about their own L2 experience as learners, any study they have done related to L2 and how they see the ideas outlined in the chapter playing out in their own classrooms.  Have them be specific.  Don’t let them off the hook by talking in generalities about the state of language teaching today (or yesterday); find out how they implement the ideas put forth in the chapter and get their assessment of how relevant the information contained within is to their teaching.  

Final self-assessment based on teaching styles outlined in chapter 9.  After reading chapter 9 carefully, reflect on the style assessment on p. 200.  Does this accurately reflect the teacher you would like to be?  Also, using a variety of assignments from your own class(es) this past semester, evaluate how and  what you assign a grade reflects the values/goals of the teacher you would like to be.  That is, how does your style manifest itself in the graded assignments (include at least one quiz, one hourly exam and one other assignment) you have given over the course of the semester; please submit three graded papers for each assignment:  one paper each you graded as excellent, average, below average.   How do the assignments you have given support your own teaching style and the goals you have for yourself as a teacher?  These self-assessment will form the basis of our discussion on December 9 and therefore must be completed by then.

 

