
Der Kommissar geht um – Krimis im deutschsprachigen Kontext  
Course Title: Advanced German (3 credits) 01:470:231:01  

 

Semester: Fall 2018 
Course time:  MTh3   11:30am-12:50pm 
Course place: HC N106 

Instructor: Eva Erber 
E-mail address: eva.erber@rutgers.edu  
Office Hours: M 2:30-3:30 at the TA-office  
(German Department, 4th floor of the Academic Building, 15 Seminary Place) 
Office Address: Department of Germanic, Russian and East European Languages and Litera-
tures RU Academic Building, 17 Seminary Place, New Brunswick, NJ 08003  
Office Phone: 732.932.7201 

Prerequesites:  01:470:132 or placement test  
Learning Goals: [AH] Arts and the Humanities: [q] Nature of Languages: Understand the na-

ture of human languages and their speakers.  

Course Description 

This course will explore the “Krimi” and its representations in various media. We will discuss 
fictional German crime stories and have a close look at their cultural specifics, tropes, and 
motifs. We will focus on literature (novels and short stories), music, poetry, and television 
programs in order to understand this genre of German popular culture.  
This course is designed to further students’ German-language proficiency on an advanced  
level. Through extensive conversation and composition exercises, students will gain further 
ability to express their own ideas convincingly and precisely. The course further develops the 
students’ reading, writing, speaking, and listening abilities. Through class discussions, home-
work assignments, oral presentations, and essays, as well as grammar reviews, students will 
have the opportunity to practice and improve their spoken and written German skills. 



The course is taught in German. Active and dedicated participation including homework is ex-
pected.  

Required Course Materials 

Rankin, Jamie, and Larry D. Wells. Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik. 6th ed. Boston, MA-
Heinle, 2015. Print. ISBN-10: 1-3050-7884-0, ISBN-13: 978-1-3050-7884-0.  

Rankin, Jamie, and Larry D. Wells. Arbeitsheft / Student Activity Manual for Handbuch zur 
deutschen Grammatik. 6th ed. Boston, MA, Heinle, 2015. Print. ISBN10: 0-495-90594-1, ISB-
N13: 978-0-495-90594-3  

All other materials on the syllabus are available on Sakai.  

Course Website 

Sakai (http://sakai.rutgers.edu) This is the general website for our course. All students 
officially enrolled in this course already have access to it. Students who do not have access 
need to contact the instructor. Students should check the website frequently for the most 
recent announcements, worksheets and assignments. 

Assessment 
Grade Composition 

Aspect Percentage

Attendance and Class Participation 10 % 

Homework Assignments 10 %

Midterm 15 % 

3 Essays (500-750 words each) 30 % 

Group Project 15 %

Final Exam 20 %



Grade Distribution 

Course Requirements  

Class Participation • 10%  
Active class participation is crucial for language learning. The following are the rubrics for 
participation: 

Grade Points (%) 

A 90-100

B+ 85-89

B 80-84

C+ 75-79

C 70-74

D 65-69

F 64 and below

Attentiveness Contribution Use of German

Expectations are 
exceeded (90–100%)

The student always 
pays attention.

The student is always 
eager to contribute 
to class discussion, 
exercises, and group 
work. The student 
often asks questions. 
The student always 
volunteers answers.

Student is sometimes 
attentive.

Expectations are met 
(80-89%)

The student pays 
attention most of 
the time.

The student is usually 
eager to contribute 
to class discussion, 
exercises, and group 
work. The student 
occasionally asks 
questions and 
volunteers answers 
most of the time.

The student speaks 
German almost always 
during class.



Homework Assignments • 10%  
The homework assignments listed in the Syllabus must be completed by the date indicated. 
Please note that for each day that an assignment is overdue 10% of its score will be deducted. 
• There will be homework assignments not listed on the Syllabus given by the instructor dur-
ing class.  

Essays • 30%  
Students will write three essays on one of three suggested topics. Essays are graded on 1) 
communicative comprehensibility, 2) quality of the content/information/analysis, 3) use and 
range of vocabulary, 4) grammatical accuracy, including spelling, capitalization, and correct 
use of German characters [e.g., ä, ö, ü, β]. Please type your essays (font 12 & double-spaced) 
and hand in a printed version in class. Your revised essay is due by the next class. The two will 
be averaged for a final grade. No late work will be accepted unless you have arranged in ad-
vance for an extension. If the deadline is missed the original grade will be kept. Use of a 
translation engine will be considered cheating (see Academic Integrity Policy).  

Group Project • 15%  
At the end of the semester, students will present a previously prepared creative group project 
(3-4 students each group). The specific topic has to be discussed with and approved by the 
instructor beforehand. Every group will present their topic in class. Note that each student 
must speak and participate during the presentation! More specific details on content and for-
mat will be announced in class.  

Expectations are 
barely met (70-79%)

The student 
sometimes pays 
attention.

The student is 
occasionally eager to 
contribute to class 
discussion, exercises, 
and group work. The 
student occasionally 
asks questions and 
sometimes volunteers 
answers.

The student speaks 
German most of the 
time during class, but 
sometimes still 
switches to English.

Expectations are not 
met (65-69%)

The student rarely 
pays attention.

The student almost 
never contributes to 
class discussion, 
exercises, and group 
work. The student 
almost never asks 
questions or 
volunteers answers.

The student speaks 
German some of the 
time during class, and 
often switches to 
English.



Recommended Activities 

German Movie Nights 
All Rutgers students of German are invited to German Movie Nights organized bi- weekly at 
Bishop Quad, Leupp Hall, Hogwarts Lounge College Avenue. The movies are shown in German 
with English subtitles. Admission is free. For the exact dates please check the department 
homepage or ask your instructor. 

Departmental Policies 

• Attendance 
All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared; if you expect to miss one or two 
classes, please use the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ 
to indicate the date and reason for your absence.  An email is automatically sent to me. 
Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse should expect a 
one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Every 
additional three absences may entail a further one-step grade-reduction. Three late arrivals 
count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any 
reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed 
out. 

• Cell Phones 
Cell phones and all other technological devices (beepers, iPads, tablets, iPods, audio 
players…) must be turned off during class out of respect for the instructor and fellow 
students. Please schedule all important phone communications outside of class time. 

• Disability Support Services 
Students who may be requesting accommodations due to disabilities are encouraged to 
familiarize themselves with procedures and policies regarding disability support services at 
the following website: http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/. It is recommended that 
students seeking accommodations begin filing paperwork as soon as possible as the 
documentation review process may take up to 30 business days.  Students are encouraged to 
speak with teachers about these issues at the beginning of the term.  All such conversations 
will be kept strictly confidential.   

• Academic Integrity 
Violations of academic integrity are an extremely serious matter, and can lead to a student’s 
failing the course and being referred to the University’s Office of Student Conduct for 
disciplinary action. When referring to ideas other than your own, always acknowledge your 
sources clearly and completely, whether you are quoting or paraphrasing. Note also that use 
of online translation services is not permitted as a tool for generating work that you submit 
for course credit. Please see the University’s policies on academic integrity at http://
academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/, and discuss with your instructor any questions you may have 
about this and related issues. 

• Additional Assistance 
Students are encouraged to come to their instructor’s office hours with any questions and 
problems pertaining to class. Any student who needs additional help should contact the Learn-
ing Resource Center or the Department’s tutors as soon as possible. Additional practice is 
available at the conversation tables offered each semester at the Language Institute. Informal 
conversation sessions are also held weekly in the Rutgers Student Center. Check the Depart-
ment website for further details: http://german.rutgers.edu. 

https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/
http://german.rutgers.edu


Student-Wellness Services 
Just In Case Web App 
http://codu.co/cee05e 
Access helpful mental health information and resources for yourself or a friend in a mental 
health crisis on your smartphone or tablet and easily contact CAPS or RUPD. 
  

Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS) 
(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ www.rhscaps.rutgers.edu/ 
CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other 
drug assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professional within Rutgers 
Health services to support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS offers a 
variety of services that include: individual therapy, group therapy and workshops, crisis inter-
vention, referral to specialists in the community and consultation and collaboration with 
campus partners. 
  
Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA) 
(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / www.vpva.rutgers.edu/ 
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis interven-
tion, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and stalking to 
students, staff and faculty.  To reach staff during office hours when the university is open or 
to reach an advocate after hours, call 848-932-1181. 
  
Disability Services 
 (848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Av-
enue, Piscataway, NJ 08854 /  https://ods.rutgers.edu/ 
Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational 
programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a 
disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are 
officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: https://
ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports your re-
quest for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office will provide 
you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and dis-
cuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this 
process, please complete the Registration form on the ODS web site at: https://ods.rutger-
s.edu/students/registration-form. 
  
Scarlet Listeners 
(732) 247-5555 / http://www.scarletlisteners.com/ 
Free and confidential peer counselling and referral hotline, providing a comforting and 
supportive safe space. 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the Syllabus.  
The latest version of this Syllabus is available on Sakai → Syllabus

http://codu.co/cee05e
http://www.rhscaps.rutgers.edu/
http://www.vpva.rutgers.edu/
https://ods.rutgers.edu/
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form
http://www.scarletlisteners.com/


Semesterplan 
 

Legende: WB – Workbook 

Nr
.

Da-
tum Kategorie Thema Grammatik Hausaufgaben

1 Do, 
06.09 Einführung Terminologie: 

Was ist ein Krimi? 

Textbuch und  
Arbeitsbuch  

besorgen  
4-6 Sätze über  

Krimis

2 Mo, 
10.09

Kinder- und  
Jugendliteratur

Die Knicker-
bockerbande 

(Brezina)
Wortfolge WB: 53, 54: A, B 

3 Do, 
13.09

Kinder- und  
Jugendliteratur

Die Knicker-
bockerbande 

(Brezina)
Wortfolge WB: 54, 55, 56:  

C, D, E 

4 Mo, 
17.09

Kinder- und  
Jugendliteratur

Die Knicker-
bockerbande 

(Brezina)
Präsens WB: 57, 58: A, B,  

C, D 

5 Do, 
20.09

Kinder- und  
Jugendliteratur

Die Knicker-
bockerbande 

(Brezina)
Präsens WB: 58, 59: E, F, G 

6 Mo, 
24.09

Kinder- und  
Jugendliteratur

Die Knicker-
bockerbande 

(Brezina)
Perfekt

WB: 61, 62: A, B, D 
Meinung zum Buch 

(5-10 Sätze) 

7 Do, 
27.09

Kinder- und  
Jugendliteratur

Die Knicker-
bockerbande 

(Brezina)
Perfekt WB: 63, 64: F, G,  

H, I 

8 Mo, 
01.10 Fernsehen Was macht den 

Tatort so beliebt? Bestimmte Artikel

WB: 65, 66: A, B,  
C, D  

Meinung zum Tatort 
(5-10 Sätze) 

9 Do, 
04.10 Fernsehen Tatort Folge Bestimmte Artikel WB: 67, 68: E, G, H 

10 Mo, 
08.10 Kurzgeschichten Der Igel  

(v. Schirach)
Fälle und  

Deklinationen WB: 69: A, B 

11 Do, 
11.10 Kurzgeschichten Der Igel  

(v. Schirach)
Fälle und  

Deklinationen WB: 71, 72: G, H 

12 Mo, 
15.10 Adaptionen Adaption: Der 

Igel Präpositionen WB: 73: A, B  
First Essay Due 



13
.

Do, 
18.10 Adaptionen Adaption: Der 

Igel Präpositionen WB: 74, 75: C, D, E 

14 Mo, 
22.10 Musik Songs Vorbereitung auf 

das Midterm Lernen!

15
Do,  

25.10
.

Zwischenklausur

16 Mo,  
29.10 Literatur

Der Richter und 
sein Henker 

(Dürrenmatt)
Negation

17 Do,  
01.11 Literatur

Der Richter und 
sein Henker 

(Dürrenmatt)
Negation WB: 80: F, G  

18 Mo,  
05.11 Literatur

Der Richter und 
sein Henker 

(Dürrenmatt)

Präteritum  
Plusquamperfekt WB: 81, 82: A, B, C 

19 Do,  
08.11 Literatur

Der Richter und 
sein Henker 

(Dürrenmatt)

Präteritum  
Plusquamperfekt WB: 82, 83: D, E, F 

20 Mo,  
12.11 Literatur

Der Richter und 
sein Henker 

(Dürrenmatt)
Modalverben WB: 85, 86: B, D  

Second Essay Due

21 Do,  
15.11 Literatur

Der Richter und 
sein Henker 

(Dürrenmatt)
Modalverben WB: 87, 88: E, F, G 

22 Mo, 
19.11 Literatur

Der Richter und 
sein Henker 

(Dürrenmatt)
Reflexiva WB: 89, 90: A, C 

23 Di,  
20.11 Literatur

Der Richter und 
sein Henker 

(Dürrenmatt)
Reflexiva WB: 91: D, E 

Thanksgiving

24
Mo, 

26.11
.

Regionalkrimi “Steirerquell und 
Co” Infinitiv

WB: 93, 94: A, B, D  
Meinung zu  

Dürrenmatts Text 
(5-10 Sätze) 

25
Do,  

29.11
.

Regionalkrimi Regionalkrimi Infinitiv WB: 96: G, H 

  
WB: 78, 79: B, C, D  
Meinung zu Musik  

(5-10 Sätze)



26
Mo,  

03.12
.

Lyrik Gedichte Passiv

WB: 97, 98: B, D  
Meinung zum  
Regionalkrimi  
(5-10 Sätze) 

27
Do,  

06.12
.

Gruppen-  
projekte Group Projects Passiv WB: 99, 100: E, G, H 

28
Mo, 

10.12
.

Vorbereitung 
Final Wiederholung Lernen!  

TBA Final 


