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Description:

Childhood is not merely one theme among others to be dealt with by narrative, poetry, and discourse incorporating a developmental dimension; it is a prototype of critical sensibility, an access to formative experience, and a storage site for indispensable data. The memoirs by Proust and Benjamin among our core readings idealize certain of childhood’s initiations while recalling a vividness of perception and sensibility extending to conditions and experiences far from ideal. The genre of memoir is founded on the double-bind of a retroactive reconstruction whose very narrative is a transcript of loss in time. Embedded in the very scenario of childhood reminiscence are theoretical considerations of inscription, trace, artificial memory, simulation, and storage pivotal to a number of contemporary disciplines, including literature, philosophy, psychology, and cognitive science.


Our readings will include fictive memoirs by Walter Benjamin (Berlin Childhood around 1900, On Hashish)), novels of childhood  (Virginia Woolf’s The Waves, and James Baldwin’s Go Tell it on the Mountain); philosophical meditations on childhood by Rousseau (Emile, selections); Romantic literature either directed at children or inspired by children’s literature (by Fouquet, Chamisso, Tieck, and Hoffmann); works on memory and perception by Bartlett (Remembering) and Bergson (Matter and Memory, selections);  treatments of childhood trauma by Freud (“The Uncanny,” Beyond the Pleasure Principle); and the psychological literature regarding the structure, formatting, and retrieval of memory (from Ulrich Neisser’s Memory Observed and other sources). We will also explore the role of childhood and memory in the configuration of contemporary cybernetic culture.
Taught in English; all readings available in English German optional, for readings in Fouquet, Tieck, Chamiso, Hoffmann, and Freud.

Prerequisites: Enjoyment for reading; fascination with childhood both as developmental stage and cognitive framework.
Learning goals: Improved understanding of literature; enhanced enjoyment in reading and cultural interpretation; understanding the interstice between the literary imagination and work in Cognitive Science in memory and childhood development.

FINAL GRADE:

Class participation, including final report                      25 %

Two response papers                                                    25 %

Midterm exercise                                                            20%

Final paper                                                                      30%

Grade Distribution

A= 90-100%; B+ = 85-89; B= 80-84; C+ = 75=79; C = 70-74; D = 65-69; F= 64 and below.                                          

Departmental policies

· Attendance

All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared; if you expect to miss one or two classes, please use the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your absence.  An email is automatically sent to me. Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Every additional three absences may entail a further one-step grade-reduction. Three late arrivals count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

· Photocopies

Department photocopying fees add up quickly and impressively; we will therefore need to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts other than quizzes and tests.

· Disability Support Services

Students who may be requesting accommodations due to disabilities are encouraged to familiarize themselves with procedures and policies regarding disability support services at the following website:  http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/.  It is recommended that students seeking accommodations begin filing paperwork as soon as possible as the documentation review process may take up to 30 business days.  Students are encouraged to speak with teachers about these issues at the beginning of the term.  All such conversations will be kept strictly confidential.  

· Academic Integrity

Violations of academic integrity are an extremely serious matter, and can lead to a student’s failing the course and being referred to the University’s Office of Student Conduct for disciplinary action. When referring to ideas other than your own, always acknowledge your sources clearly and completely, whether you are quoting or paraphrasing. Note also that use of online translation services is not permitted as a tool for generating work that you submit for course credit. Please see the University’s policies on academic integrity at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/, and discuss with your instructor any questions you may have about this and related issues.

Readings:

(Available, Rutgers University Bookstore)
Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland & Beyond the Looking-Glass

Walter Benjamin, --Berlin Childhood around 1900

                              --Hashish in Marseille
                                 (Shorter selections distributed online.)
                              --“A Child’s View of Color” (SW, 1)

                              --“Old Forgotten Children’s Books” (SW, 1)

                              --“Glimpse into the World of Children’s Books” (SW, 1)
                              --“Old Toys” (SW, 2)

                              --“The Cultural History of Toys” (SW, 2)

                              --“Toys and Play” (SW, 2)

                              --“Children’s Literature” (SW, 2)

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Emile, Books I, II, IV, and V
Friedrich de la Motte Fouquet, “Undine,” and Adelbert von Chamisso, “The Wondrous Tale of Peter Schlemihl” from Ryder, ed., German Romantic Stories
Ludwig Tieck, “The Fair-haired Ekbert” from Ryder, ed., German Literary Fairy Tales
E. T. A. Hoffmann, “The Sandman,” (From Tales of E.T. Hoffmann)
Virginia Woolf, The Waves

James Baldwin, Go Tell It on the Mountain
Henri Bergson, Matter & Memory (passages, online handout)

Sigmund Freud, “The Uncanny,” from Freud on Art & Literature
D. W. Winnicott, Playing and Reality, Chapters 1-6, 8, 11  

F. C. Bartlett, Remembering, Chapters VI, IX-XI
Ulrich Neisser, ed., Memory Observed, Chapters 4-5, 7-8 (distributed online)
Douglas R. Hofstadter, I Am a Strange Loop, Chapters 1, 6, 8, 13-19, Epilog
Wk. # 1   Introduction: The Figure, Tasks, and Responsibilities of the Child

1/22/13, 

1/24 
#2             

1/29         Childhood & Cognition: Ask Alice (Lewis Carroll classics)          

1/31         Childhood and the City:
                Walter Benjamin, Berlin Childhood around 1900
#3
2/5          Benjamin, continued: Hashish in Marseille        
2/12        Benjamin, continued: Child as Proto-Critic
               (briefer texts from the Selected Writings, 1 & 2, listed among “Readings”)
#4

2/12        James Baldwin, Go Tell It on the Mountain with supplemental readings by

               Freud and Lacan & passages from Joyce’s Portrait
               Also, Take-home Assignment #1, “Urban Kids,” due 2/18.
2/14        Baldwin, continued
#5

2/19       Childhood and Modernity

              Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Emile, Books I & II

2/21       Emile, Books IV & V
#6
2/26       Von Chamisso, “The Wonderous Tale of Peter Schlemihl“ and
              Fouquet, “Undine”
2/28       Tieck, “Fair-haired Ekbert”
#7 

3/5         E. T. A. Hoffmann, “The Sandman”
3/7         Freud, “The Uncanny” (1919), with some qualifying remarks by Samuel Weber
#8           
3/12       Discussion: animal fables, Romantic imaginary.
              Also, Take-home Assignment # 2, “Childhood and Animals,” due  3/25.
3/14       Memory as schemata,

              F. C. Bartlett, Remembering, Chs. 6, 9-11.
              Derrida, “Freud and the Scene of Writing,” selected passages (delivered online).

              SPRING BREAK
#9

3/26       Virginia Woolf, The Waves; Childhood & Impressionism:
              Passages, Bergson, Matter & Memory (delivered online); Music, Débussy, Satie

3/28       Woolf, The Waves, continued
#10

4/2       Ulrich Neisser, Memory Observed, Chs. 1-2 (delivered online)
4/4       The Waves, continued. 
#11
4/9       Neisser, Chs. 4-5            
4/11     D. W. Winnicott, Playing and Reality, Chs. 1-4
#12

4/16      Winnicott, Chs. 5-6, 8, 11  

4/18      Douglas Hofstadter, I am a Strange Loop, Chs.  1, 6, 8.
Also:    Major Written Assignment (10-12 pp.) due.
#13    

4/23      Hofstadter, Loop, Chs.  13-16

4/25      Hofstadter, Loop, Chs.  17-19, Epilog 
#14
4/30     Class presentations
5/2       More presentations
Written Assignments: Will involve close exegesis, and will place issues of childhood, development, education, language acquisition, reading, interpretation, culture, socialization, disciplin(es)(ining), memory, storage, archiv(es)(ing) in the framework of your evolving interests and interventions. They will be worked out in consultation with the instructor.
Presentations: In the 10-12 min. vicinity, for purposes of informing the group of where your thinking on this material has run during the semester. They are free to address artifacts and locations other than texts in which you have encountered the challenges, achievements, radiance, burdens, horrors, and discoveries of childhood. These might well include toys, filmic and musical adaptations of children’s literature, paintings, constructed environments (e.g. amusement parks) illustrated books, and games (electronic and otherwise).
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