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This course serves as an introduction to pertinent works of the German literary and visual
tradition by investigating the depiction of animals in relation to the human: How do writers
and artists explore the demarcation between the human and the animal? How do they challenge
the denigration of the animal in Western philosophy? What defines an animal? Can the animal
speak, can it suffer, can it be understood? What does it mean to be looked at by an animal?
What happens when we love a pet? In what way does the animal challenge our thinking of
ethics, gender, and identity? We will trace the paths of wolves, horses, cats, dogs, mice, rats, and
snakes who destabilize and reconfigure literary texts, theories of knowledge, Western
anthropocentrism and biopolitics.
Readings include fairy tales by the Grimm brothers, poems by Rainer Maria Rilke, Gottfried
Benn, Georg Heym, Bertolt Brecht, and Patti Smith, short stories by Edgar Allen Poe and Franz
Kafka, and Frank Wedekind’s Lulu plays. These texts will be accompanied by the Expressionist
art group The Blue Rider and filmic examples such as Walt Disney’s Mickey Mouse, Alfred
Hitchcock’s The Birds, Werner Herzog’s documentary Grizzly Man and Ulrich Seidel’s Animal
Love, together with theoretical reflections on the status of the animal by Hélène Cixous, Gilles
Deleuze/Felix Guattari, Jacques Derrida, Sigmund Freud, Donna Haraway, Vicki Hearne,
Martin Heidegger, Michel Serres, and Marc Shell.

SAS Core Goal WcD (Writing in the
Discipline):
This Honors Seminars is designed to teach
students to communicate effectively in modes
appropriate to a discipline or area of inquiry;
evaluate and critically assess sources and use
the conventions of attribution and citation
correctly; and analyze and synthesize
information and ideas from multiple sources
to generate new insights.

Final Grade
Participation and Blog Posts
2 Response papers (5 pages each)
Final Paper (10 pages)

25%
40%
35%

Grade distribution
A=90-100%; B+=85-89; B=80-84; C+=75-79; C=70-74; D=65-69; F=64 and below

Required Texts, available at Rutgers Bookstore
Frank Wedekind, The First Lulu, Applause Books, 2000 [ISBN-10: 1557831734 ISBN-13: 9781557831736]
•

All other texts will be available on Sakai and must be printed and brought to class.

Departmental Policies
Attendance
Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, please use the University
absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your
absence. An email is automatically sent to me. Those who miss more than two class sessions without a
compelling excuse should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+
becomes a B). Every additional three absences may entail a further one-step grade-reduction. Three late
arrivals count as one absence. Note: It is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any
reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.
Cell Phones
Cell phones and all other technological devices (beepers, iPods, MP3players…) must be turned off during
class out of respect for the instructor and fellow students. Please schedule all important phone
communications outside of class time.
Disability Support Services
Students who may be requesting accommodations due to disabilities are encouraged to familiarize
themselves with procedures and policies regarding disability support services at the following website:
http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/. It is recommended that students seeking accommodations begin
filing paperwork as soon as possible as the documentation review process may take up to 30 business
days. Students are encouraged to speak with teachers about these issues at the beginning of the term. All
such conversations will be kept strictly confidential.

Academic Integrity
Violations of academic integrity are an extremely serious matter, and can lead to a student’s failing the
course and being referred to the University’s Office of Student Conduct for disciplinary action. When
referring to ideas other than your own, always acknowledge your sources clearly and completely,
whether you are quoting or paraphrasing. Note also that use of online translation services is not
permitted as a tool for generating work that you submit for course credit. Please see the University’s
policies on academic integrity at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/, and discuss with your instructor
any questions you may have about this and related issues.
Turnitin Plagiarism Detection
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for textual
similarity review to Turnitin.com (directly or via learning management system, i.e. Sakai, Blackboard,
Canvas, Moodle) for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source
documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such
papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the Usage Policy posted on the Turnitin.com site.
Students who do not agree should contact the course instructor immediately.
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE
Thus 1/24

Introduction: The Tick

Mon 1/28

Grimm Brothers, “The Juniper Tree”; Hitchcock, The Birds (film; 1960)

Thu 1/31

Hitchcock, cont.

Mon 2/4

Rainer Maria Rilke, “8th Duino Elegy” and “Black Cat” (poems); Jacques Derrida,
“The Animal That Therefore I am”

Thu 2/7

Edgar Allen Poe, “The Black Cat” (short story)

Mon 2/11

Poe, cont.

Thu 2/14

Bertolt Brecht, “Oh Fallada, There Thou Are Hanging” (poem); Patti Smith,
Horses (song); Franz Marc and The Blue Rider (paintings)

Mon 2/18

Vicki Hearne, Nervous Horses (poems); Hansen, “Horse Crazy Girls”

Thu 2/21

SKYPE-INTERVIEW with Dr. Anja Schwanhäußer (Berlin/Göttingen)

Mon 2/25

FILM: Animal Love (Ulrich Seidl, 1995)

Thu 2/28

Animal Love, cont., Marc Shell, “The Family Pet”

Mon 3/4

Grimm Brothers, “Little Red Riding Hood”; Hélène Cixous, “Love of the Wolf”.
RESPONSE PAPER #1 DUE

Thu 3/7

Sigmund Freud, “From the History of an Infantile Neurosis” (“The Wolf Man”)
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Mon 3/11

Freud, cont. Deleuze, “1914: One or Several Wolves?” (A Thousand Plateaus, pp.
26-38)

Thu 3/14

Frank Wedekind, Lulu.

Mon 3/18 and Thu 3/21 SPRING RECESS
Mon 3/25

Wedekind, cont.

Thu 3/28

Gottfried Benn, “Beautiful Youth”; Georg Heym, “Ophelia” (poems)

Mon 4/1

Grimm Brothers, “The Pied Piper of Hamelin” (fairy tale); Michel Serres, “Rats’
Dinner” and “More Rats’ Meals” (The Parasite, pp. 51-73)

Thu 4/4

Franz Kafka, “Josephine, the Singer”; Walter Benjamin, “Mickey Mouse”.
RESPONSE PAPER #2 DUE

Mon 4/8

Kafka, cont.; Heidegger, Introduction to Metaphysics (on the animal as being poor in
world

Thu 4/11

Rainer Maria Rilke, “The Panther” (poem); Franz Kafka, “The Hunger Artist”
(short story)

Mon 4/15

Kafka, cont.

Thu 4/18

Franz Kafka, “Investigations of a Dog”

Mon 4/22

Kafka, cont.; Deleuze/Guattari, “1730: Becoming-Intense, Becoming-Animal,
Becoming- Imperceptible…” (A Thousand Plateaus, pp. 232-309).

Thu 4/25

Donna Haraway, The Companion Species Manifesto

Mon 4/29

FILM: Grizzly Man (Werner Herzog, 2005); Haraway, cont.

Thu 5/2

Herzog, cont.

Mon 5/6

TERM PAPER WORKSHOP

Mon 5/13:

FINAL PAPER DUE
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Student-Wellness Services
Just In Case Web App
http://codu.co/cee05e
Access helpful mental health information and resources for yourself or a friend in a mental
health crisis on your smartphone or tablet and easily contact CAPS or RUPD.
Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS)
(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ www.rhscaps.rutgers.edu/
CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other
drug assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professional within Rutgers
Health services to support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS offers a
variety of services that include: individual therapy, group therapy and workshops, crisis
intervention, referral to specialists in the community and consultation and collaboration with
campus partners.
Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA)
(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / www.vpva.rutgers.edu/
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis
intervention, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and
stalking to students, staff and faculty. To reach staff during office hours when the university is
open or to reach an advocate after hours, call 848-932-1181.
Disability Services
(848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue,
Piscataway, NJ 08854 / https://ods.rutgers.edu/
Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational
programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a
disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are
officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation:
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports
your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office will
provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and
discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this
process, please complete the Registration form on the ODS web site at:
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form.
Scarlet Listeners
(732) 247-5555 / http://www.scarletlisteners.com/
Free and confidential peer counseling and referral hotline, providing a comforting and
supportive safe space.
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