SYLLABUS GERMAN 104, SPRING 2009
Instructor: Shambhavi Prakash

Contact: 172 College Ave., New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Main office telephone: 732-932-7201

E-Mail: prakashs@webmail.rci.rutgers.edu
German 104: Elementary Lab II, Spring 2009
Index Number: 46555, Course Number: 01:470:104:01
Co-requisite: 01:470:102 Elementary German or 01:470:122 German in Review
Timings: Wednesdays 2.50-4pm (W5)
Venue: Language Lab #119, College Avenue
Medium of instruction: German

Texts: No Textbook required
Attendance:
All students must attend regularly and arrive prepared. Please note that your final grade depends entirely on class participation. Those who miss more than two class sessions without a compelling excuse (a doctor’s or college dean’s note, for instance) should expect a one-step reduction in the course grade (i.e. an A becomes a B+, a B+ becomes a B). Absences for reasons of religious obligation are excused, however, students are advised to provide timely notification to instructors about necessary absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work or exams according to an agreed-upon schedule. Three late arrivals (everything over 10 min) count as one absence. 
Note: In any case it is the responsibility of students who have been absent (for any reason) to find out what they have missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out.

Photocopies:
Department photocopying fees add up quickly and impressively; we will therefore need to collect from each student 5 cents per page toward the cost of handouts.
Course Description: 
This one-credit course provides an organized review of important course material with exciting activities. This instructor-guided laboratory practicum based on intensive use of media also gives the chance to practice language and have your questions answered. Designed for the improvement of aural/oral skills. Practice involves web based and audio-visual exercises, as well as individual and group work. The activities also have a strong cultural component. There are two main course themes: one revolves around experiences that you might encounter as a study abroad student in a German-speaking country. The second gives you a short introduction to some moments from German history as well as contemporary ones like the EU and depictions of former East Germany.
Course Schedule:
Week  1: Group introductions and Introduction to the course theme: study abroad, travel, city life etc (each student selects a destination city to be dealt with throughout the course)
Week 2: Travel plans for study abroad in a destination within Germany, Austria or Switzerland:  booking a ticket; undertaking plane, train and bus journeys; im Reisebuero, am Flughafen, Deutsche Bahn
Week 3: Apartment search / Wohnungssuche: hotel booking, looking for a WG through websites
Week 4: Furnishing the room / Zimmer einrichten: shopping online, buying furniture, other essential items

Week 5: Life in the city / Stadtleben: theatre, concerts, movies, shopping, planning weekend activities
Week 6: Getting around in the city: typical landmarks and local transportation, Wegbeschreibung
Week 7: Germany in 20th century: Students describe how their chosen city changed over the years or compare two decades, picture descriptions .

Week 8: Environment consciousness: Recycling in Germany – what, where, how; differences in environmental consciousness in USA and Germany
Week 9: Exploring German history through Bertolt Brecht

Week 10: Depictions of East Germany: Comparing two films ‘Goodbye Lenin’ and ‘Lives of Others’

Week 11: Introduction to the European Union and its implications for everyday life in German-speaking countries

Week 12: Comparing some European Union countries

Week 13: Germany’s neighbors: Switzerland and Austria

Week 14: Final interview
Classes to be held on:  Jan:  21, 28; Feb: 4, 11, 18, 25; Mar: 4, 11, 25; Apr: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

